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A 22-story luxury condominium designed by Ismael Leyva 
will rise in Brooklyn at 85 Flatbush Ave. Ext. 


FLATIRON ON FLATBUSH 


Downtown tower mimics Gaphattan icon 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

It looks like the lovechild 
of the Flatiron Building and 
a spaceship — but this just- 
unveiled rendering of a lux- 
ury condo planned for the 
gateway to Downtown is 
the latest attempt to bring 
Manhattan across the river. 

“This is the start of a renais- 


sance of this whole area,” the 
building’s architect, Ismael Ley- 
va, told The Brooklyn Papers 
this week, touting his plans for a 
22-story tower on the triangular- 
shaped lot at Flatbush Avenue 
Extension and Tillary and 
Duffield streets. 

Leyva said his design was in- 
spired not only by the Flatiron 
Building, but also by wanting to 
play a role in the further Man- 


hattanization of Brooklyn. 

He meant it in a good way. 

“We are transferring what we 
are doing in Manhattan to 
Brooklyn,” said the New York- 
based architect, who is the de- 
signer of adjacent twin luxury 
towers on Gold Street, which 
will stand 40 and 35 stories, and 
“two or three” other buildings 
already in the works for the 
short stretch from the Manhat- 


tan Bridge to DeKalb Avenue. 

The area was upzoned two 
years ago to encourage the 
kind of development that Ley- 
va and others are rushing to 
begin. As The Brooklyn Pa- 
pers reported last month, there 
are at least eight towers — 
some office buildings, some 
residential, but none of them 
inexpensive — in various 
stages of development. 


“This whole area is going to 
feel like Manhattan,” Leyva 
said. “The aesthetics are 
changing. Everything is 
changing. It’s new.” 

From the way Leyva’s press 
agent gushed, the 108-unit 
building is actually old — as 
in old money. 

“Almost every apartment has 
a balcony showcasing the views 
of Manhattan and Brooklyn’s 


skylines and bridges,” Leyva’s 
publicist said in a statement. 

“Elaborate duplex units will 
have two fireplaces. The struc- 
ture’s fragile volume will be 
emphasized through the build- 
ing’s setbacks and repetitive 
balconies, and a powerful, 
curved shape will enhance the 
sharp intersection, giving the 
building a strong personality,” 
the publicist said. 


White flight ... to Brooklyn 

Population pendulum is swinging back the other way 


Population shift 

Numbers of residents in Brooklyn, according to the 
Census Bureau. 


2004 

2005 

Shift 

Black 

920,684 

879,790 

4.4-percent decrease 

White 

964,171 

1,030,543 

6.9-percent increase 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Brooklyn is getting whit- 
er, the Census Bureau re- 
ported last week, confirm- 
ing many residents’ unsci- 
entific observations. 

Between 2004 and 2005, 
the number of blacks in the 
borough decreased by approx- 
imately 20,000, while the 
number of whites increased by 
more than 66,000 [see chart]. 

“The trend is very signifi- 
cant,” said Pedro Noguera, a 
demographer at New York Uni- 
versity. “The city is gentrifying 
rapidly, and rising property val- 
ues are driving people out.” 

The “gentrification” trend 
has been obvious since the 
Brownstone Brooklyn revival 
took root in the 1970s. The 
trend accelerated in recent 
years as numerous upscale res- 
idential developments were 


planted in adjacent neighbor- 
hoods, and could advance fur- 
ther if projects such as Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards and 
the condo-infused Brooklyn 
Bridge Park come on-line. 

Sociologists say the shift 
also reflects the migration of 
lower-wage-eamers, the ma- 
jority of whom happen to be 
black, to the south. Middle- 
and upper-income blacks are 
not leaving at the same rate. 

Noguera warns that the city 
cannot flourish without low- 


wage earners. 

“You need people are will- 
ing to work low-wage jobs to 
keep the city running,” he said. 

But Queens College demog- 
rapher Andrew Beveridge saw 
the trend in a more neutral light, 
saying the population shift is 
actually a long-term trend. 

“The black population [in 
Brooklyn] would have been 
declining for over 25 years 
were it not for the Caribbean 
immigrants coming in,” said 
Beveridge. 


“Meanwhile, there’s tre- 
mendous numbers of kids 
coming into Park Slope, Boer- 
um Hill, Williamsburg, Green- 
point, Flatbush and Canarsie.” 

These mid-decade Census 
numbers are part of the Bu- 
reau’s American Community 
Survey, a new program that 
supplies demographic data on 
an annual basis rather than 
every 10 years. 

The report also showed: 

• The number of college- 
educated Brooklynites in- 
creased by 50,000, or a hard- 
to-believe 23 percent. 

• The number of Brook- 
lynites of Asian descent in- 
creased by more than 4,200, 
or 1.9 percent. 

• Native Hawaiian Brook- 
lynites increased by nearly 14 
percent — although the Bu- 
reau admits that its margin of 

than 100 percent. 


State’s only Atlantic 
yards public hearing 
set for Wednesday 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The state’s only public hearing on the Atlantic 
Yards arena, office and housing mega-development 
will be held on Wednesday, Aug. 23. 

Expect a standing room only crowd — including 
Atlantic Yards celebrities such as Forest City Ratner 
Vice President James Stuckey, Develop Don’t Des- 
troy spokesman Daniel Goldstein, Atlantic Yards- 
supporting Assemblyman Roger Green (D-Prospect 
Heights) and fiery Ratner foe City Councilman Leti- 
tia James (D-Prospect Heights). 

The event is the only scheduled public opportuni- 
ty to comment on the largest single-developer project 
in Brooklyn’s storied history. A “community forum” 
will be held on primary election day, Sept. 12. 

Wednesday’s four-hour hearing will begin at 4:30 
pm in New York City College of Technology’s 
Klitgord Auditorium, 285 Jay St., Downtown. 

People who want to testily will be asked to sign in, 
said Jessica Copen, a spokeswoman for the Empire 
State Development Corporation. Copen also suggest- 
ed that the hearing could go beyond 8:30 pm if peo- 
ple are still waiting to speak. — Ariella Cohen 


The Russians are running, the Russians are running! 


Mud flies as ex-Soviets duel for Dyker district 



Alec Brook-Krasny 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

They may have been bom in 
the Soviet Union, but two candi- 
dates for a Dyker Heights As- 
sembly seat have certainly learn- 
ed about democracy, Brooklyn- 
style. 

The two men — Ari Kagan, 39, a 
Minsk-born reporter for the Russian 
Jewish Forward, and Alec Brook- 
Krasny, 48, the Moscow-bom head of 
the Jewish Emigre Community Orga- 
nization — are battling to succeed re- 
tiring Assemblywoman Adele Cohen. 

But they’re not battling over the 

Sounding more like embittered 


characters from a Gogol novel, the 
pair has traded increasingly bizarre 
allegations — most of them with 
roots back to their native lands. 

The most vicious (so far) comes 
from Brook-Krasny, who says that 
Kagan, who moved to Brooklyn in 
1993, has ties to the KGB, the Sovi- 
et Union’s spy agency. 

“Kagan graduated from the mili- 
tary school of Soviet propaganda, and 
some [bloggers] are saying that 
means he was somehow involved in 
the KGB,” explained Brook-Krasny, 
who has lived in Brighton Beach for 
14 years. 

But Kagan says that he graduated 
from a Soviet school of journalism. 

“I had nothing to do with the 


KGB,” said Kagan. “[Brook-Kras- 
ny’s] not a smart person. Most men 
were in the Soviet army. It was 
mandatory service.” 

Kagan has levied some outra- 
geous charges of his own. 

“[Brook-Krasny] called me on 
my cell at the end of March and 
said, ‘If you don’t stop running, I 
will do everything to put a lot of dirt 
on you,’” recalled Kagan. “Your 
children will be ashamed to walk on 
the street.” 

Brook-Krasny calls that a bald- 
faced lie. 

“When I hear something like this, 
I’m not surprised, because [Kagan] 
graduated from the school of Soviet 
propaganda.” 


The 46th assembly district seat 
came up for grabs when Cohen, a 
four-term lawmaker, decided not to 
run for re-election. 

The bitter battle to replace her is 
no surprise to Marty Levine, a long- 
time political insider who dropped 
out of the contest because he didn’t 
have the stomach for all the mud. 

“They’re all a bunch of alliga- 
tors,” said Levine. “This is politics, 
Brooklyn style.” 

The vitriol has little to do with the 
candidates’ politics, which are re- 
markably similar. 

Both Democrats are longtime 
civic leaders who list affordable 
housing and education as primary is- 
See VOTE on page 6 



Ari Kagan at an event this week in Coney Island. 


ART ATTACK! 

Museum regroups 


By David K. Randall 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

For a museum that once hanged a 
painting of the Virgin Mary adorned 
with elephant dung, a behind-the-scenes 
staffing change would seem like the last 
thing to cause controversy. 

But a major staff reorganization plan an- 
nounced earlier this summer by the Brooklyn 
Museum has critics again questioning whether 
the venerable institution has turned away from 
scholarship and art in favor of popularity. 

In other words, does the Brooklyn Museum 
want to be the class nerd or the cool kid? 

Either way, the Museum wants to do more 
with less, it says. The “curatorial reorganiza- 
tion plan” revealed last month would do away 
with a system that had specialized curators 
working behind the scenes to weave together 
exhibits [see GoBrooklyn Editor Lisa Curtis’s 
news analysis, right]. 


Curators will now collaborate with educa- 
tors and designers, who have traditionally 
worked only on the presentation, not the con- 
tent, of an exhibition. 

Curators, expectedly, are having an art at- 
tack. The Association of Art Museum Cura- 
tors, a national group, said the Brooklyn plan 
“undermines the traditional vocation of the cu- 
rator-as-scholar whose commitment to a par- 
ticular collection renders him or her uniquely 
qualified to make recommendations regarding 
its care and interpretation.” 

But the larger issue is how the changes will 
play out for customers. Even before the latest 
reorganization, the museum had begun resort- 
ing to quick-fix attendance boosters, like the 
current graffiti show or the 2002 “Star Wars: 
The Magic of Myth” exhibit, to counteract de- 
clining attendance. 

A 2000 show, “Hip-Hop Nation: Roots, 
Rhymes and Rage,” drew large crowds, but 

See MUSEUM SHUFFLE on page 14 



Brooklyn Museum Director Arnold 
Lehman at the "Hip-Hop Nation" 
gala in September 2000. 


Proud to be abnormal 

Despite naysayers , shake-up has big upside 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn Editor 

N ews coverage about a curator shuffle at the 
Brooklyn Museum suggested that the muse- 
um’s exhibition schedule would soon become 
a bleak array of drivel targeted to the lowest com- 
mon denominator. 

But that’s as likely to happen at the 
Prospect Heights institution as a visit 
from Picasso. 

In fact, the curatorial reorganization 
is more likely to be a boon to the mu- 
seum’s fans, ensuring that more exhibits — culled from 
the museum’s vast collection — will be displayed in- 
stead of much-maligned, memorabilia-heavy shows 
rented from other museums in past years, such as “Star 
Wars” and “Hip-Hop Nation.” 

The museum’s reorganization may even end up at- 
tracting more visitors, including first-timers — and 
that’s good news, Museum Director Arnold Lehman 
told me in an exclusive interview. 

“Reaching out to broader audiences should be seen 
as a huge accomplishment, not as a crime,” Lehman 


said. “One of my greatest regrets is that so many of my 
colleagues feel that it is a crime. This is a tax-supported 
institution. Everyone who pays taxes deserves the same 
treatment, same accessibility, and the same opportunity 
as the person who gives us a million dollars. 

“We have among the youngest and certainly the most 
diverse audiences in America, and I think that’s some- 
thing to be really proud of,” he 
added. “We’re not forsaking our tra- 
ditional audiences, believe me. But 
at the same time, we have audiences 
who are coming to this institution 
that have never come before . . . Peo- 
ple, I guess, feel easily threatened when they see people 
they don’t expect to see in a museum. But they should 
be thrilled, not upset.” 

Walls come down 

Like most innovations, necessity was the mother of 
invention. With finances looking grim, Lehman said he 
— along with Deputy Director of Art Charles Des- 
marais and Chief Curator Kevin Stayton — was forced 
to reorganize the curatorial staff in July. Under the new 
alignment, the museum’s 18 curators have been divided 
See FOR THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM on page 14 


QOANALYSIS 



What’s red, white, and goes well 

A: Darrin's Discovery Wines for August!! 


with sushi? 

See our ad on page 8 
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BRIEFS 


Diamondstone 
back on ballot 


The Brooklyn Papers 

He’s back, but not nec- 
essarily better than ever. 

A Brooklyn judge put state 
Senate candidate Ken Dia- 
mondstone back on the Sept. 

12 primary ballot in his race 
against longtime state Sen. 

Marty Connor, ruling last 
week that the Board of Elec- 
tions wrongly decided that Di- 
amondstone had moved into 
the Brooklyn Heights district 
less than the required full year 
before Election Day. 

“A board of elections has 
‘no power to deal with . . . ex- 
trinsic matters [such as] a can- 
didate’s residency,’ ” Judge Ira 
Harkavy ruled, quoting prior 
precedent in Schwartz v. Hef- 
feman, 1952. 

Diamondstone is challeng- 
ing the 28-year incumbent, 
whose appeal of Harkavy’s 
ruling was turned down by the 
Appellate Division. 

“Connor’s attempt to get 
me off the ballot is an assault 
on democracy,” Diamond- 
stone said, but admitted that 
Connor’s challenge to his can- 
didacy, plus the subsequent 
appeal, is taking a toll. 

“It’s a cheap ploy to drain 
my resources,” said Diamond- 

stone, a member of Community Board 2. “He knows w 
raised more money, so he’s trying to sap us any way he can.' 

Diamondstone has loaned his campaign $200,000, while Con- 
nor has roughly one-fifth that amount on hand, Connor’s 
spokesman said. 

Connor argued that he was not trying to avoid his first primary 
fight since 1992, but merely defending the state Constitution, 
which requires that candidates live in the district for at least one 
year prior to Election Day. 

Diamondstone presented evidence that he and his partner 
Joseph Kopitz moved into their 200 Clinton St. apartment on 
Nov. 1 — six days before the deadline. 

It was clearly their new home, the judge agreed, because they 
“sent out approximately 1,500 personalized greeting cards” with 
the new address and “hired an interior decorator.” 

— Gersh Kuntzman 



Marty Connor 




Barron: Bush should pardon Marcus Garvey 


The Brooklyn Papers 

If a city councilman has his way. 
President Bush will take time off 
from pressing issues like slashing 
the estate tax and banning same-sex 
marriage to pardon a man who’s 
been dead since 1964. 


The man is Marcus Garvey, a 
Black Power pioneer and civil rights 
leader who was convicted of mail 
fraud in 1923 in a prosecution wide- 
ly regarded today as racially motivat- 
ed. 

“Marcus Garvey [did] more in our 
country for black people than any 


other leader,” said City Councilman 
Charles Barron (D-Canarsie), who 
introduced a resolution on Wednes- 
day calling for the Council to de- 
mand Garvey’s pardon. 

“All the great black leaders were 
influenced by him, and [the govern- 
ment] came after him unjustifiably.” 


The civil rights leader spent three 
months in prison before being de- 
ported to his native Jamaica. 

Last year, Rep. Charles Rangel 
(D-Manhattan) introduced a bill to 
pardon Garvey, but the legislation is 
stuck in the Republican-controlled 
House Judiciary Committee. 


Barron’s resolution — which the 
Council will take up this fall — 
would do tittle but call on “Congress 
and president to support Rangel’s 
resolution,” said Barron. 

“I wanted to give it more life, be- 
cause it hasn’t gotten the attention 
that it needs.” — Dana Rubinstein 


Minerva keeps view 

Latest appeal is rejected by city 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Goddess of War won another bat- 
tle this week. 

A city appeals panel on Tuesday rejected a 
developer’s last-ditch effort to rescue his pro- 
posed South Slope condo tower — known as 
“The Minerva Building” because it threatens 
to block a historic view between the Green- 
Wood Cemetery monument and the Statue of 
Liberty (see circle in photo at right). 

The city Department of Buildings blocked 
construction of the Robert Scarano-designed 
complex on the grounds that it is larger than 
allowed under new zoning. 

Developer Chaim Nussencweig has been ap- 
pealing that decision on the grounds that the 
foundation of the building was in place when 
the new zoning went into effect earlier this year. 


To bolster his case, Nussencweig’s attorney 
gave the Board of Standards and Appeals new 
blueprints that he said had been “lost” by the 
Department of Buildings — evidence, he said, 
that the agency isn’t capable of judging 
whether the Minerva building’s foundation 
was or was not sufficiently completed. 

But the BS A rejected Nussencweig’s argu- 
ment, an interim step before the panel rules on 
the foundation question next month. 

Minerva’s South Slope neighbors cheered 
the ruling. 

“[Nussencweig] may be playing with the 
truth and the city picked up on it,” said Aaron 
Brashear, who has been fighting to preserve 
the low-scale character of his neighborhood 
since designs for 614 Seventh Ave. were un- 
veiled. — Arietta Cohen 



Henry pile-up 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

No, they’re not parking in a drive- 
way — but these two cars made 
one, after crashing into a Henry 
Street house on Aug. 13 (right). 

One of the SUVs — witnesses aren’t 
sure which one — ran a red tight at the 
comer of Congress and Henry streets 
and collided with the other SUV as it 
headed down Henry. 

Both cars then ended up in the unfor- 
tunate resident’s garden. 

And it’s not the first smash-up at the 
busy Cobble Hill comer. 

“People run the tight all the time,” 
says John Quadrozzi Jr., a Congress 
Street resident and member of Commu- 
nity Board 6. 

Quadrozzi and others have called for 
increased police presence at the comer, 
plus rerouting Congress Street to send traf- 
fic to Atlantic Avenue, two blocks north. 



They can commit 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

They say you can judge a 
person by the company he 
keeps, but when candidates 
are concerned, perhaps you 
can judge them by the leg- 
islative committee on which 
they dream of serving. 

The four candidates for the 
borough’s lone open congres- 
sional seat have different views 
on what committee assignment 
would best serve the central 
Brooklyn district. 

City Councilwoman Yvette 
Clarke (D-Flatbush) and City 
Councilman David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights) have both said 
they’d want a spot on the House 
Judiciary Committee — but for 
different reasons. 

For Clarke, the committee 


would allow her to work on im- 
migration reform, while Yassky 
would use the appointment to fo- 
cus on gun control, said cam- 
paign manager Gregory Joseph. 

Candidate Chris Owens vow- 
ed to win his father’s seat in Con- 
gress — and on the Education 
Committee “because 1.1 million 
schoolchildren deserve a repre- 
sentative,” he said. 

Andrews also jumped on the 
Education co mmi ttee bandwag- 

“With the schools in such bad 
shape, sitting on the Education 
committee is a priority for me,” he 
emailed through his spokesperson. 
‘T also want the Appropriations 
committee.” 

Good luck. There are no fresh- 
man on the highly sought-after 
panel. — Rachel Monahan 
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Senior cleaned out while she cleaned up 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 


68th Precinct 


A thief robbed an 80- 
year-old woman who had 
been temporarily distracted 
by spilled groceries at a 
Dyker Heights supermarket 
on Aug. 10, police said. 

The victim’s shopping bag 
busted open at the 79th Street 
grocery store, near 13 th Av- 
enue, at around 1 pm. When 
the woman went in search of 
cleaning supplies — leaving 
her purse behind, inside the 
shopping cart — the thief 
pounced. 

When the victim returned, 
her pocketbook was open and 
her wallet gone. Inside were a 
pair of gas station charge 
cards, a Sears card, and her 
New York State driver’s li- 

Hands clean 

Police are hunting for a man 
who had been lurking around a 
Bay Ridge nail salon and is sus- 
pected of stealing an employee’s 
purse stuffed with $200. 

The stranger wandered into 
the beauty shop on Fifth Av- 
enue and 79th Street around 
11:30 am on Aug. 8, asked 
about the prices for manicures 
and pedicures, and then left. A 
Staten Island woman working 
at the salon noticed the man 
lingering in front of the store, 
staring through the front win- 
dow. 

Around 12:30 pm, the 44- 
year-old employee realized her 
purse — visible behind the 
counter from the front window 


— had disappeared. She told 
cops that the loiterer lifted the 
bag while she ducked into the 
back room for supplies. In ad- 
dition to the cash, the pocket- 
book held several credit cards, 
her driver’s license and keys to 
a Lincoln Town Car. 

Car crimes 

Robbers snatched at least 
two sedans and lifted nearly 
$7,000 in electronics and other 
goods from another two vehi- 
cles parked on local streets last 
week, police reports show. 

A 40-year-old Brooklyn 
man lost his 1990 Toyota 
Camry to thieves from its 
spot on 80th Street, between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. He 
left the car there at 4:30 pm 
on Aug. 8, but when he re- 
turned to it 24 hours later, it 
was gone. 

Car thieves also snatched a 
1999 Acura owned by a 22- 
year-old Tennessee woman. 
The car, parked on Shore 
Road near 93rd Street, disap- 
peared between 1 pm on Aug. 
9 and noon the following day. 

Burglars broke into a Ford 
Explorer that had been parked 
on 72nd Street between Sec- 
ond and Third avenues. The 
29-year-old owner left the ve- 
hicle around 6 pm on Aug. 6, 
but when he returned 12 hours 
later, the driver’s side window 
was busted and various items 
valued at nearly $2,000 were 
gone. 

Missing was a satalite radio 
set, a radar detector, a pair of 
Ray-Ban sunglasses, two pairs 
of prescription spectacles, a 
Samsonite suitcase and a $20 
fan. The thief also broke off 


the Ford’s radio antenna dur- 
ing the heist. 

It took only minutes for 
thieves to snatch a laptop al- 
legedly worth $5,000 from a 
car parked on 87th Street, be- 
tween Second and Third av- 

The 27-year-old Staten Is- 
land woman who owns the car 
locked it up at 4:25 pm on 
Aug. 8. When she came back 
just 20 minutes later, the lock 
was busted and the laptop 
gone, cops said. 


62nd Precinct 


Unsafe at home 

A half-dozen thugs armed 
with a hammer and a lead 
pipe beat and robbed a man 
inside his West Sixth Street 
home on Aug. 11, police said. 

The six men pushed their 
way into the apartment, near 
Avenue P, at 2 am. They at- 
tacked the 46-year-old victim 
just inside the front door, beat- 
ing his head, arms and body 
with the heavy pipe and ham- 

The robbers then hand- 
cuffed the bloodied man and 
raided his apartment — find- 
ing $2,000. The posse fled 
with the cash before police ar- 

Midnight robber 

A man armed with a black 
handgun robbed a 48-year-old 
man as he exited his car on 
Aug. 12, police said. 


The robber rushed his vic- 
tim from behind as the man 
stood over his trunk just after 
midnight, near the comer of 
Bay Ridge and 17th avenues. 
He thrust the gun into the 
man’s gut and demanded cash 
— racking the slide for em- 
phasis before he rifled the 
man’s bag. 

The thief ran off along 17th 
Avenue with $100 in his hand 
before the victim could focus 
on his face. 

Burg ruins bliss 

A thief stole $5,000 and 
jewelry from a Sea Gate home 
while the residents attended a 
wedding on Aug. 12, police 

When the 44-year-old vic- 
tim returned from the nuptials 
around 5:30 pm, she discov- 
ered someone had sneaked 
into her home on Highland 
Avenue, near Surf Avenue. 

The thief came through the 
side window, cleaned out the 
safe and left through a side 

Smoke signals 

Maybe the smokey plume 
will lead cops to their man. 

Police are looking for a 
thief who snatched $1,000 and 
hundreds of cigarettes during 
an armed robbery at a bodega 
on Avenue O and West Tenth 
Street on Aug. 11. 

The robber mshed inside 
around 1:45 am with his silver 
handgun drawn and demand- 
ed six cartons of smokes, plus 


the cash, then disappeared into 
the inky darkness. 

Armed attack 

A pair of thugs toting a pis- 
tol robbed a young man walk- 
ing to work around dawn on 
Aug. 8, police said. 

One robber approached the 
20-year-old as he walked along 


Cropsey Avenue, near 24th Av- 
enue, at 5:30 am and pushed 
him up against a steel gate. As 
the second thief dashed from 
across the street, the first one 
pulled a gun from his waist- 
band and insisted, “Give me all 
of your stuff.” 

The second hood rifled the 
victim’s pockets, removed an 


unknown amount of cash, his 
cellphone and other electronics 
before the pair disappeared 
into the dark. 

Bite crime 

A 70-year-old man suffered 
a chomp on his hand during an 
Aug. 8 robbery, police said. 
The thief approached the 


victim on the comer of 76th 
Street and 17 th Avenue 
around 6:15 am, grabbed the 
man’s hand and slipped it be- 
tween his teeth and bit down. 
The robber — who didn’t 
wound the victim — plucked 
the wallet from the man’s 
pants, snatched $60 and 
dashed off. 
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MORE UNIQUE INFORMATION FOR USERS 
BETTER RESULTS FOR ADVERTISERS 


New 

STATEN ISLAND EDITION 

Coming Soon! 
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the right direction in yellow pages 


ADVERTISERS: 
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CALL 212 - 564-3945 NOW 

www.AmbassadorYellowPages.com 


DELIVERED DOOR-TO-DOOR THROUGHOUT BROOKLYN 
EVEN IN HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS! 


Buy 1 get 
2nd Margarita 

FREE! 


1 7023 18th Avenue • (718) 331-9G9G 

open for lunch S. dinner - local delivery 
tues-thurs:11am-11pm, fri-sun:1 1 -midnight • 


We serve Enchiladas 
Texanas S. Mexicanas, 
Burritos, Quesadillas, 
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Wraps, Burgers, 
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Pet Health 

Questions? 

Ask Dr . Dendtler 

Providing Veterinary Care 

at 

Kiki’s Pet Spa and Boutique 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 

Advanced Professional Training® 

The Animal Medical Center NYC 

•Vaccinations 'Microchip Implants 
'Skin Disorders ‘Hill's Prescription Diets 
'Dental Care 'Surgery 
* House Calls * Allergy Disorders 


239 Dekalb Ave. 

(Vanderbilt Ave. & Clermont St.) 

(718) 623-3999 

www.sixthaveanimalclinic.com 
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saveonscents.com 

— Fragrances For Every Occasion — 

• ‘Essential Oils 

• fragrance / ‘Body Oils 

• Incense & Candles 

• Bath & Body Supplies 

• ‘ Wholesale - no minimums 


279 Columbia St., Carroll Gardens • 888-8-SCENTS 




Have you seen us lately? 

• Eye Exams 

• Designer Frames 

• Contact Lenses 

• Children's Frames 

• Sunglasses 

• Sports Glasses 


Heights Vision 
Center 

1 32 Montague St. 
Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 852-1149 



Loose 

Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, T 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 1 
then go out and enjoy your 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive 


1 




• This advanced system is FDA-AmI^H 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months-of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 
available and Insurance coverage) 


healing. 


*ONLY $495 "i Cal1 toda y for y° or FREE Consultation 

FOR DENTURE! J 718-833-6895 

Limited Time Offer | 461 77th street _ Bay Ridge 
_ J www.oraldentalcare.com 


Life or death: $20 choice 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A man possibly armed with 
a gun posed a simple question 

— but didn’t get the answer 
he had hoped for — during a 
hold-up of a Boerum Hill bou- 
tique on Aug. 10. 

The thug rushed into the 
clothing store on Bond Street, 
near Pacific Street, around 3:30 
pm, with something that looked 
like a gun under his shirt, police 
said. He turned to the 34-year-old 
clerk and insisted: “Life or death 

— choose. Give me the money.” 

The woman turned to the 

cash register and removed $20, 
which she turned over to the 
thief. But that didn’t satisfy the 
robber, who demanded that she 
also give up her purse. 

When the victim informed 
him she didn’t carry a purse, the 
thief’s frustration turned to vio- 
lence. He lunged at the woman, 
grabbed her and snatched her 
by the neck, throwing her in a 
headlock, police said. 

Somehow the woman man- 
aged to twist herself free and the 
robber ran off along Bond Street. 
Police are now searching for a 
black man roughly 5-foot-8- 
inches tall, 210 pounds, wearing 
eyeglasses and dressed in blue 
jeans and a yellow tank-top. 

Ring wrath 

Transit police arrested a 28- 
year-old man who beat up his 
fiancee in a failed effort to re- 
capture an engagement ring 
during an Aug. 6 brawl aboard 
the A train. 

The angry man followed his 
24-year-old once-future wife 
when she left his home in Far 
Rockaway and boarded the Man- 
hattan-bound subway at Mott Av- 
enue sometime around 5 pm. 

The argument over the ring 
that began at home continued, 
growing more vicious and, when 
she refused to return the jewelry 
piece, erupting into violence. 

The thug grabbed her arm 
and twisted it behind her back, 
forcing her to the floor of the 
subway car while trying to pry 
the rock from her ring finger. 
She squirmed and resisted, 
keeping hold of her prize. 

He threw her to the floor 
again, insisting, “I’m going to 
do what I have to do to get this 
ring off your finger.” 

But the threat turned out to be 
idle. Transit Police Officer 
Michael Walsh arrested the one- 
time bridegroom on attempted 
robbery charges as the train 
pulled into the Hoyt-Schermer- 
hom station, around 5:30 pm. 

The bride-to-be (or not to be) 
kept her ring. 

Copy-cat scores 

A thief grabbed a designer 
handbag full of valuables from 
atop a Xerox machine while the 
owner focused on her photo- 
copying at a Court Street shop 
on Aug. 12, police said. 

The 27-year-old victim 
placed her purse on a nearby 
copier when she began the print 
job at around 2:30 pm. When 
she finished the project 45 min- 
utes later, the woman realized 
her bag had disappeared from 
the shop, near Montague Street. 

The Coach handbag, valued 
at $300, contained a mint-green 
iPod, a cellphone, credit cards 
and $80, police said. 

Smash for cash 

Someone broke through the 
wall of a Smith Street check- 
cashing business and emptied 
the safe of $10,000 cash and 
Metrocards, police said. 

A 55-year-old employee of 
the store, near Wyckoff Street, 
arrived at 6:20 am on Aug. 11 
to find the front door open. He 
found mysterious wires on the 
ground near the second door 
and when he reached the third 
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and final door the burglary be- 
came clear. The man could see 
the store’s safe, its door open 
and insides empty of cash, and 
a hole smashed in the wall next 
do the lockbox. 

Door-gone 

Call it the mystery of the dis- 
appearing door. 

An aluminum and glass interi- 
or door vanished without a trace 
last week from the front of an 
apartment building on Livingston 
Street between Bond and Nevins 
streets. A 38-year-old representa- 
tive of the trust that owns the 
place said the portal was in place 
at 10 pm on Aug. 5, but 12 hours 

Ballfield 
blowout 
nets 2 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Police arrested two softball 
players after an alcohol-fueled 
argument over a bad umpiring 
call led to a melee in Red 
Hook Park on Aug. 13. 

A third player was left bloody 
and braised in the brawl. 

Sources said police are often 
called to rein-in booze-induced 
arguments at the popular park, 
off Columbia Street. 

In this particular fight, six 
angry players rushed a Queens 
man — perhaps the umpire — 
shortly after 7 pm. 

One held the 44-year-old 
victim as another bashed him 
repeatedly with a baseball bat, 
leaving a gash on his head. 

Another thug lobbed an 
empty Corona bottle at the vic- 
tim’s noggin. 

Police Officer Kensington 
Cunningham of the 76th 
Precinct made the two collars 
— both men, ages 20 and 23 — 
and booked them for assault. 

— Lilo H. Stainton 


later, it was gone. 

Thirsty visitor 

Police are looking for a man 
named “Germaine” after the 
fellow followed a girl home 
from the bus, forced his way 
into her apartment, and refused 
to leave on Aug. 8. 

The man tracked the 12-year- 
old victim from the B25 bus to 
her home on Putnam Avenue 
near Classon Avenue, asking her 
questions along the way. He 
wanted to know her name and 
other details, and pushed his way 
past her when she opened her 
front door around noon. 

The man, who told her his 
name was “Germaine,” asked 
for a glass of water and lingered 
in her living room, terrifying 
the tween. He did not physical- 
ly hurt her. 

Police are looking for a 
black man with a mustache, 
five-foot-nine, with short hair 
and what the girl described as 
“strange” eyes and teeth. He 
wore black shorts, black sneak- 
ers, and a striped shirt. 

Band-Aid bash 

A man suffered a head 
wound when his co-worker 
lobbed a metal box of medical 
supplies at him during an argu- 
ment on August 12. 


The two employees — who 
may have been paramedics — 
were engaged in a debate around 
12:30 pm in a park on Adelphi 
Street near DeKalb Avenue. 

Things got violent when the 
19-year-old woman picked up 
the heavy box and threw it at her 
co-worker’s head, sending him to 
Brooklyn Hospital for treatment. 

Police arrested the young 
woman. 

Knife gets chain 

A thief with a knife robbed a 
man heading into his Clinton 
Street apartment before dawn 
on Aug. 12, police said. 

The thug ripped the gold 
chain from the neck of his 36- 
year-old victim and ran off with 
the $300 necklace. 

Police are looking for a His- 
panic man in his mid-to-late 20s, 
5-foot-7, who was last seen wear- 
ing a white hat and white sneak- 
ers and carrying a black bag. 

Pre-opening raid 

Burglars paid an early visit 
to the site of future IKEA furni- 
ture store and stole $1,600 in 
hand tools last week. 

Sometime after workers left 
the Beard Street site in Red 
Hook around 4 pm on Aug. 5 
— and before they returned for 
work at 7 am on Aug. 7 — 
thieves climbed over the fence 
and broke into a locked storage 
cabinet to collect the tools, 
most of which were brand new 
wrenches, police said. 


Fruity Refreshment Awaits! 

sftessiii:? Lemonade 

SNqOiNE 



$ 1.00 
OFF 

Offer expires August 31. 2006. 3 [ 

Validat participating ^ 

191 Atlantic Avenue / 718-488-5529 



Bed / Bath / Laundry 
Cooking & Cleaning 
Microwave Ovens 


Dry-Erase Boards 
Calculators 
Radios & Batteries 


Shelves / Storage / Closet Extension Cords 


Hooks & Hangers 
Wall Clocks & Mirrors 
Carpets & Doormats 
Pens & Markers 


Flashlights 
Tool Kits 
Lamps & Bulbs 


JftuZValkui 

HOUSEWARES 


We Appreciate 
Your Business! 


[MEGS M SGMODIL] 

WEM9S 


85 Court Street m Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • mFlUl 

Over 30 Years in Business • Featuring Home Delivery within Brooklyn 


/lO%\ 

OFF 


• Local & Long Distance Services 


• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 
Casinos 

iyrtie 

' ■ Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtiecarservice.com 


Ted Rothstein. DDS PhD 

ORTHODONTIST 


A winning smile is , 
Clear 


priceless asset 
Orthodear 


BRACES 

ard Ling 

35 Remsen St. Brooklyn Heights 
www.drted.com drted35@aol.com 

(718) 852-1551 

Cosmetic Teeth Whitening Center — 




Luciano’s 

for Dinner 


• Pasta Bar 


•9” Pizzas 


• Salads 


• Soup 


• Panini 
Combos 


15 Metrotech Center 

Downtown Brooklyn 

718.855.6668 

Mon-Fri: Breakfast, Lunch & 


Party at 
Palmira’s 


www.PALMIRAS.com 



SATNICK 

W service all mechanical & quartz watches 
& repair all jewelry on premises 

HARTLEY F. SATNICK M 

The Only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


Visit us at our new location 

1 87 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718) 852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 



BROKERS THAT 
WORK FOR YOU! 



One Call, Does It All! 

LOW RATES with the BEST SERVICE! 


INSURANCE COVERAGE 

Home / Business / Commercial / Auto 


I Brooklyn Village Insurance Agency 

99 Smith St. (near Adantic Ave.) • (718) 237-5100 


> PROSPECT Your Destination 

CAR SERVICE is our Priority 


I© 

I (718) 599-2222 1 


I 



I 849 Union ^Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) I 

- 24/7 Computerized Reservations prospectcarservice.com _ 



See our listings: Six bedroom triplex plus garden rental. 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Jabus Building 
Corporation 

MASONRY SPECIALISTS 

Construction Financing Available 
_ Purchase • Home Improvement ( 

Debt Consolidation Loans 

Jim & Deborah Buscarello 
■ 98 Van Dyke Street • (718) 852-5364 



= £J il 

The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located in the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 

Services customized to meet your needs. 

Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi & Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 
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Burglar prefers boxers 



374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts) 

718-832-0655 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

A burglar revealed his pref- 
erence in underwear when he 
stole six pairs of boxers, sev- 
eral T-shirts and a backpack 
from a Fifth Avenue store on 
Aug. 9 — and assaulted the 
clerk to boot. 

Police nabbed the 44-year- 
old skivvies-snatcher after he 
waged the bloody battle with a 
30-year-old store clerk around 
2:30 pm. 

The woman caught him try- 
ing to lift $85 in underwear — 
plus $45 in cash — from the 


Music to Soothe 
the Savage Beast 


Whatever your age, interest, and 
skill level, Brooklyn Conservatory has 
the perfect class for you. 

Choose from Music Adventures, Suzuki, 
Chorus, Classical, Opera, Music Theater, 
Jazz, Gospel, R&B, African drumming, 
private instruction, instrumental 
ensembles, graduate studies, and more. 

Classes begin September 8. 

So call us or stop by today and 
learn how to tame the beast. 


Join us for an Open House, 
on Saturday, September 9, 

11:30 a.m- 3:30 p.m. 


www.bqcm.org 



1 

iHif 

I Brooklyn 58 Seventh Avenue A Division of 

Conservatory Brooklyn, NY 11217 Brooklyn-Queens 

Of Music 718-622-3300 Conservatory 

1 718-622-3957 Fax of Music 



jtuggs jS™ 1 ' 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 

Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 
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shop, which is near Flatbush 
Avenue. 

Two witnesses, plus the vic- 
tim, who suffered cuts and 
braises to her head, neck and 
arms, helped Police Officer 
Raul Dueno of the 78th Pre- 
cinct capture the thief and re- 
cover the purloined underpants. 

10G missing 

A landlord lost $10,000 
stuffed in a plastic bag when he 
left the loot on the counter of a 
Park Slope diner on Aug. 9, po- 
lice said. 

The man told police he had 
been on vacation for three 
weeks and was headed to the 
bank with rent his wife had col- 
lected from his two buildings 
and a store. He entered the din- 
er, just off Flatbush Avenue, at 
around 1 1 am and set the mon- 
eybag on the counter. 

Apparently, he wandered out 
of the restaurant 20 minutes lat- 
er and forgot to bring the bag. 
When he turned back, it was 
gone — and no one saw a 

Almost home 

A young woman walking 
into her Tenth Street building 
was attacked by a robber on 
Aug. 8, police said. 

The 24-year-old was enter- 
ing the vestibule when the thief 
pushed through the door behind 
her, around 10:40 pm. Once in- 
side, he grabbed her shoulder 
bag, and the two started to 
straggle over the loot. The 
woman suffered braises to her 
head, legs and body when she 
smashed into a wall and fell 
onto the pavement during the 

The robber eventually 
wrenched the bag free and fled 
down Fifth Avenue. A passerby 
later found the victim’s wallet 


and returned it, but the thief es- 
caped with $20, the woman’s 
cellphone and a CD player. She 
described him as a curly- and 
dark-haired man who wore a 
tan hat and blue jeans. 

Snagged 

Police arrested two young 
teens who allegedly stole a 
Motorola Razr cellphone from 
a woman walking along Sev- 
enth Avenue on Aug. 10. 

The 46-year-old victim said 
her phone rang as she was 
strolling between Second and 
Third streets around 12:45 pm. 
When she flipped it open to an- 
swer, a teenager rushed up and 
grabbed the gadget before he 
and a fellow teen ran off. 

Officer Christopher Sweeney 
of the 78th Precinct caught up 
with and arrested the alleged 
phone-snatcher on Second 
Street and charged the 14-year- 
old boy with grand larceny. His 
15-year-old accomplice got 
away, but then returned to the 
crime scene, where he, too, 
was charged 

Officer Sweeney recovered 
the stolen phone and collected 
several photographs and a 
black do-rag as evidence. 

Birders at fault? 

A teenage volunteer with the 
Audubon Society lost her wal- 
let to a thief who visited the 
Litchfield Villa in Prospect Park 
during her shift on Aug. 5, po- 
lice said. 

The 18-year-old said she 
dropped her bag behind a table 
inside the public building off 
Prospect Park West, near Fourth 
Street. An hour later, at 6 pm, 
the billfold inside was gone. 
The victim said she never 
moved more than 20-feet from 
the bag. 

The wallet held bank infor- 


Party at/ 
Palmira’s 


www.PALMIRAS.com 


mation, a learner’s permit, a Se- 
ton Hall identification card, her 
library card and $3. 

Hot heist 

A Park Slope thief wasted 
little time in his quest to beat 
any heat still hanging around 
last week. 

The burglar stole two fans 
and a pair of air-conditioning 
units from a Pacific Street 
building vacant for less than 15 
minutes on Aug. 7, police said. 
A surveillance camera at the 
site captured the thief removing 
the two Feders units, valued at 
$200 each, and the 18-inch 
Honeywell pedestal fans, from 
the spot, near Flatbush Avenue. 

The video footage also 
showed the burglar drive off in 
a white car. Police are looking 
for a bald, goateed black man 
in his late 30s, 6-foot- 1 and 
180 pounds. He wore black 
work boots and a yellow tank 
top during the heist. 

Fun’s over 

Talk about a buzz kill. 

Someone snatched a high- 
end laptop, a 30-gigabyte iPod 
and a trio of video game con- 
soles valued at more than 
$3,500 from a home on 
Prospect Park West, near 13th 
Street, on Aug. 9, police said. 

The thief snuck into the 
apartment while the 25-year-old 
tenant was at work, between 10 
am and 1:30 am the following 
morning, and escaped with his 
victim’s Xbox, GameCube and 
Playstation Portable. 


-^PROSPECT Your Destination _ 
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Give yourself Peace of Mind 


Fall asleep knowing you and your loved ones are safe and secure 
toxic pesticides and chemicals used in conventional mattress manu 
Our organic Mattress's Contain: 1 00% Certified Organic Cotton, 
100% Pure Wool, 100% Natural Rubber 




FREE SINR 

(stainless steel, undermount) 

I with purchase of 10 cabinets or more 


Park Slope Kitchen Gallery 

invites you to 

Create, Transform, 

and Revive! 

featuring Medallion Cabinetry 

• Free Design Consult 

• 20 Years Experience 

• 2,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom 

233 Prospect Ave. (btw 4th & 5th Aves) Park Slope, Bklyn 
M-F: 8-5, Sat: 8-3 • (718) 832-0002 



M/e are pleased to announce 
the opening of our new 

Patient Service Center 

in Park Slope 

Quest 

Diagnostics 


Quest Diagnostics is the nation's leading provider of diagnostic testing. 

The patient comes first in everything we do. Our passion is to provide every 
patient and every customer with services and products of uncompromising 
quality - error free, on time, every time. We do that by dedicating ourselves to 
the relentless pursuit of excellence in the services we provide. 


Quest Diagnostics Patient Center 
348 13th Street, Suite 102 

between 6th and 7th Avenues 

Brooklyn, New York 


HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Friday, 8:00am - 4:30pm (closed 121pm for lunch) 
Saturday, 7am - 1pm 

Medicare and most major insurance plans accepted. 


For our hours of operation and additional Patient Service Centers 
located in New York, please call our Patient Service Center locator 
at (800) 377-8448 or visit Quest Diagnostics 

at www.OuestDiagnostics.com 


WHY NOT INSTALL PAVERS 
RIGHT OVER YOUR OLD PATIO! 

( Driveways , Too!) 


▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 

▼ 


Superior Cambridge 
Pavingstones With 
ArmorTec As An Overlay! 



^ Eliminate Costly Removal & 
Disposal Of Existing Concrete 
Or Asphalt! 

► Easy Enough To Do-It-Yourself! 

► Instantly Improve Your Home's 
Value & Appearance! 


A Cambridge Interlocking 
Pavingstone System Is: 

► Twice As Strong As Poured Concrete! 

► Unaffected By Salt & Plowing! 

► Stain & Crack-Resistant! 




4100 Glenwood Road 

(bet. Albany Ave. & E. 42nd St.) 
Brooklyn, NY 

(718) 859-6500 

Fax (718) 859-0989 

www.glenwoodmason.com 


"They'll Look 
Like New Forever . " 
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pavingstones^ ” 
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Ask Us For Free Overlay Instructions! 
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Caleps Productions 

present 

Eastern Caribbean 

CRUISE 

with The Caleps 

Prices start at $675. 00 per person 
with Caleps Travel only 



Fort Lauderdale ' 07.00pm 

At Sea 


San Juan P.R. 07.00am 05.00pm 

St. Marteen 08.00am 04.00pm 

Grenada 12.00am 08.00pm 

Barbados 08.00am 06.00pm 

St. Lucia 07.00am 02.30pm 

Malaga 09.00am 02.00pm 

Cayo Levantado 07.00am 03.00pm 


At Sea 




SAIL DATE: FEBRUARY 16th 2007 

Come sail and party with the most beautiful and true passionate Italian cruise line in the world, 
and the hottest and youngest band on the scene THE CALEPS & CALEPS DJ ENTER- 
TAINMENT. Guaranteed to make your cruise a memorable one. Let’s get this party started. 

calepsdj.com 


Vito OKs debate after stunt 


Challenger Harrison shows up at Fossella's office 


By Sarah Vogel 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R- 
Bay Ridge) got a special 
delivery this week from 
his Democratic opponent 
— a surprise press confer- 
ence at his doorstep. 

Bay Ridge lawyer Stephen 
Harrison — who is running 
against the four-term incum- 
bent — set up shop outside 
Fossella’s Staten Island cam- 
paign headquarters armed 
with just a letter. 

The missive — a copy of 
one that Harrison sent on July 
27 — demanded that Fossella 
schedule a campaign debate. 

“We gave him a reasonable 
period of time to respond [to 
the first letter],” Harrison said, 
explaining the need for 
Wednesday’s stunt. 

“You don’t need three 
weeks to decide to debate.” 

Fossella wasn’t in the office 
at the time — he was in 
Brooklyn delivering a Purple 
Heart to the family of a World 
War II veteran. 

Too bad. He missed quite a 

As the cameras clicked, the 



Democratic congressional candidate Steve Harrison held a press conference on Wednesday 
to demand that Rep. Vito Fossella debate him. Here we see Harrison doing his own set-up. 


letter-bearing Harrison en- 
tered Fossella’s office, 
where less-than-thrilled 
staffers asked the re- 
porters and photographers 
to leave and accused Har- 
rison of trespassing. 

“Steve, relax,” said 
Matthew Mika, Fossel- 
la’s campaign manager. 

Mika then handed 
Harrison a freshly minted 
letter, saying that Fossella 
had indeed accepted the 
offer to debate. 

After staffers shuffled 
reporters out of the of- 
fice, Harrison read Fos- 
sella’s response out loud, 
calling it “satisfactory.” 

“We will contact him 
as soon as we get back to 
our office,” he said. “I 
suspect that had there 
been no press conference, 
we would not have re- 
ceived the acceptance to 
debate.” 

But Mika was far less 
satisfied by the day’s 
events. 

“It’s ridiculous that . . . 
Steve decided to come 
over here and have these 
campaign stunts,” he said. 


For More Info Please Contact CALEPS TRAVEL INC. 

1769 84th Street • M-F: 10am-6pm, Sat: 10am-2pm • (718) 234-3400 
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litical tools that are intended 
to distort an elected official’s 
support for a particular issue 
or group,” he said. 

“The people of Brooklyn 
know that there is no stronger 
supporter of our nation’s vet- 
erans and troops than Vito 
Fossella.” 
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Rep. Vito Fossella 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Rep. Vito Fossella (R- 
Bay Ridge) crowed last 
week about his role in sav- 
ing Brooklyn’s veterans 
hospital — but veterans 
groups said Fossella actu- 
ally “ranks pretty poor” on 
issues that affect them. 

“Most of our members ... 
would not vote for him,” said 
Tammy Clowers, a spokes- 
woman for the Retired Enlisted 
Association, a national group. 

The VA hospital in Bay 
Ridge, a 171-bed facility that 
had 310,000 outpatient \ ' 
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“consolidated” with it 
tan counterpart to cut costs. 

But the hospital was saved 
thanks to intense lobbying by 
veterans and many Brooklyn 
elected officials, including 
Fossella, who brought in the 
head of the federal office of 
veterans affairs for a tour. 

As good a deed as that may 
be, say veterans groups, it hard- 
ly makes Fossella a war hero. 

‘Tve never heard of anyone 
not supporting his local VA 
hospital,” said Clowers. 

In fact, national veterans 
groups give Fossella dismal 
ratings on issues affecting vet- 
erans’ quality-of-life. 

“Fossella only co-spon- 
sored two votes that were im- 
portant to our members [out 
of 14 in 2004],” said Clowers. 

The Disabled American 
Veterans presented an equally 
unflattering picture of Fossel- 
la, saying he only supported 
the group’s key issues 20 per- 
cent of the time. 

One “key issue” cited by 
the organization’s spokesman 
was an emergency appropria- 
tions bill to cover a billion- 
dollar shortfall in the Veterans 
Health Administration budget. 

“Fossella voted against it,” 
said David Autry, the group’s 
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But Fossella’s campaign 
disputed that. 

“The amendment in question 
was ruled out of order for vio- 
lating rules of the House,” said 
campaign spokesman Matthew 
Mika. “When the appropriate 
time came, Vito voted to in- 
crease the Veterans budget by 
over $3 billion. In fact, Vito vot- 
ed to increase the Veterans 
budget by over $30 billion in 
the last six years alone.” 

Mika called the interest 
groups’ ratings biased. 

“They are meaningless po- 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


4 hours seal B’klyn's fate 


EDNESDAY MARKS THE FIRST DAY 
of the rest of Brooklyn’s life. 

That’s when the Empire State Develop- 
ment Corporation holds its sole hearing to allow 
the public to vent — and do little else — about 
Bmce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards mega-development. 

If Ratner’s massive, 16-skyscraper, arena, 
housing and office space development is allowed 
to take root, hundreds of thousands of people will 
forever be affected. Yet the ESDC has allotted just 
four hours — in the middle of summer — to al- 
low the public to share its concerns. 

One public hearing is all the agency is required 
to do by law — and it is certainly doing little more 
(an unpublicized “public forum” was added for 
Sept. 12 — but scheduling it on the night of the 
Primary Election, when active members of the 
community will likely be otherwise engaged, is 
just another bit of ESDC cynicism). 

Not even the “required” Wednesday hearing 


was widely publicized by the ESDC. 

We’re not surprised, of course. All along, the 
ESDC has tried to discourage public review, 
analysis and discussion of the Ratner project. 
That’s the only plausible explanation for its re- 
lease of a highly technical, 2,000-page draft en- 
vironmental impact statement for the project 
while many people — and all three affected 
Community Boards — were on vacation. 

And for scheduling the sole public hearing 
for Aug. 23 — just 36 days from the release of 
that 17-inch-thick document. 

And for closing the public comment period af- 
ter just 66 days. 

If the project had been analyzed under the 
city’s Uniform Land Use Review Procedure, 
rather than the State Environmental Quality Re- 
view procedure, the public review would stretch 
into months, not weeks. 

Even people who analyze DEISes for a living 


said the timeframe was far too short to properly 
consider all the impacts and proposed mitiga- 
tions of those impacts. Those experts have since 
been joined by elected officials who have called 
for a longer analysis period. 

Some of those elected officials — like Attor- 
ney General Eliot Spitzer and Assemblyman 
Roger Green (D-Prospect Heights) — are sup- 
porters of Bmce Ratner’s vision. 

When even a developer’s allies argue that more 
time is needed to assess a project, it’s pretty clear 
that the review process needs to be decelerated. 

Taken together, the ESDC effort amounts to a 
crime against democracy. 

Hundreds of people are expected at Wednes- 
day’s hearing at New York City Technical Col- 
lege between 4:30 and 8:30 pm. Brooklynites 
deserve to discuss the largest development proj- 
ect in their history with more time than it takes 
for dinner and a movie. 
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Smartmom’s rage right on target 


Opting out of 
home delivery 

Since the beginning of the year, 
we've been home delivering Papers 
throughout Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Our unique system limits deliveries 
to two Papers per building (elimi- 
nating the kind of clutter caused by 
circular and menu delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates 
our free home delivery, but realize 
there are exceptions to every rule. 

If you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this 
free service, you may "opt out" of 
our delivery program by filling 
out the online form at Brooklyn 
Papers.com/html/about/optout 
.html 


Send a letter 

By mail: Letters Editor, Brooklyn 
Papers, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

By email: 

Letters@BrooklynPapers.com 
All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home address 
and phone number (only the writer's 
name and neighborhood are pub- 
lished with the letter). Letters may 
be edited and will not be returned. 
The earlier in the week you send 
your letter, the better. 


To the editor: 

Smartmom is truly living up to her 
moniker! Her article on “Mommy 
Rage” [“Righteous moms throwing 
beans,” Aug. 5] was brilliant in ex- 
posing the ugly hypocrisy and self- 
ishness at the heart of motherhood as 
fashion statement mnning amok in 
Park Slope. 

Women are throwing beans at pass- 
ing cars for not conforming to their 
collective fantasy that these women 
are and should be the Center of the 
Universe? What does this suggest 
about what New York has to look for- 
ward to in 16 years when the children 
of these women — after having ab- 
sorbed all their twisted narcissism and 
self-indulgent neurosis — finally hit 
the streets? Will the beans have gradu- 
ated to guns? Water pistols? Sign me 
up for a Canadian visa! 

Moreover, Smartmom’s assessment 
of Amy Sohn’s whine is right on the 
money. I always did want to ask Ms. 
Sohn what made her think she knew 
enough about sex in her 20s to write a 
column about her sexploits. 

What’s so stunningly sad is that 
during the month of July — by far 
one of the most savage between Is- 
rael and Lebanon with the senseless 
deaths of countless innocent children 
on both sides of the wall — Ms. 
Sohn idles away her time on her pre- 
cious blog in her privileged safe 
haven of Brooklyn arguing that she 
will be doing some immigrant a fa- 


vor by giving the poor, unsuspecting 
person a job to look after her crying 
baby. Princesses have always been 
good at concocting fantasies, but the 
logic in Ms. Sohn’s is more an un- 
comfortable nightmare hitting a little 
too close to home. 

She seems to be doing to fashion- 
able motherhood what she once tried 
to do to female sexuality: degrade the 
experience rather than try an engage 
with it on open, equal terms where 
one is unable to control the outcome. 
Maybe she should re-explore her ca- 
pacity and willingness to give to an- 
other human being, rather than contin- 
ue to take from an outdated feminist 
sensibility what is proving to be reck- 
lessly irrelevant for the 21st century. 

If she chooses the “fabulous” career 
over trying to bond with her vulnerable 
baby, let’s hope she’ll make enough 
money to cover all the therapy bills for 
the neglected child in 20 years. 

Abigail H. Regier, Brooklyn Heights 

Love it or leave 

To the editor: 

This is in response to the letter 
from Margaret Hughes [“Golden 
concerts are backing Bush,” Aug. 5], 
who complained that state Sen. Mar- 
ty Golden had placed pro-Bush signs 
at his concerts. 

I support President Bush and our 
troops and I can listen to Hughes’s 
point of view. But I don’t believe 


Hughes could, nor would, listen to 
mine. No one goes to an event and 
chastises its organizers for failing to 
put signs up that Hughes would like. 
You just can’t complain about every- 

Hughes’s “true American values” 
also differ hugely from mine. Her 
country must be another one, also. 
None of my liberties have been taken 
away, nor will they be. Any measures 
taken by my government have been 
taken to protect me, and I might add, 
Hughes will benefit, too. 

Could Hughes be referring to the 
liberties of Islamic Fascist terrorists 
who want to kill us? The rights of 
those monsters, my government is 
taking away — and they can contin- 
ue, with my blessings. Certainly not 
all Muslims are Islamic Fascists ter- 
rorists, but all Islamic Fascists terror- 
ists are Muslim. 

How does Hughes compare put- 
ting a dog collar on a prisoner to cut- 
ting off an American’s head? Is she 
aware that in Guantanamo the prison- 
ers are tossing “cocktails” of sperm, 
feces, urine, spit, vomit and whatever 
else their bodies can excrete at our 
soldiers that she scorns so easily and 
calls “torturers”? Over 440 such inci- 
dents have been reported. 

The Islamic Fascists stab our sol- 
diers with anything they can fashion 
into a weapon from their surround- 
ings. They especially like to target 
the women guards. They’re real 


brave that way. They do horrible 
things to our soldiers that you will 
never read about in the liberal press. 

Sen. Golden has a brain, and 
Hughes insults his intelligence. He 
knows what justice, peace and war 
are. Hughes, on the other hand, ap- 
pears to be under the impression we 
can win the hearts and minds of the 
enemy. She is sadly mistaken. That 
train of liberal thought will be the 
downfall of this beautiful, wonderful 
country. Patriots support their coun- 
try, they do not knock it down at 
every opportunity. 

I am well aware everything is not 
perfecL But to Hughes, all is lost. I am 
sorry for her. No, I take that back. In 
my 61 years, I have never seen this na- 
tion so divided, and Hughes and those 
like her continue to divide it. No one, 
no one is wrong all the time. Not even 
George W. Bush. 

Diane Hunt, Bay Ridge 

Poem on high 

The recent development in and 
around my neighborhood has 
prompted these humble lines of 
verse. If it reminds the reader of a 
Joyce Kilmer poem, so much the 
better. 

I think that I shall never see 

A new Slope flat sans balcony; 

And certainly what won't be there 

Is anything resembling a chair. 

Leon Freilich, Park Slope 
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Fourth-to-Flatbush two-step 
proposed as Yards traffic fix 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 
and Rebecca Ballhaus 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Call it the “Fourth-to- 
Flatbush Two-Step.” 

If state planners have their 
way, the already clogged in- 
tersection of Flatbush, Fourth 
and Atlantic avenues — the 
gateway, if you will, to Bruce 
Ratner’s proposed Atlantic 
Yards project — would be re- 
configured to make the flow 
of traffic less straightforward. 

Under the virtually unher- 
alded plan — buried deep 
within the state’s Atlantic 
Yards draft environmental im- 
pact statement released last 
month — drivers heading 
north on Fourth Avenue to- 
wards Flatbush Avenue would 
instead turn right on Pacific 
Street and then left onto Flat- 
bush. 

Currently, such drivers can 
drive directly from Fourth Av- 
enue to Flatbush Avenue. [See 
map, right] 

State planners believe that 


The Fourth-to-Flatbush Two-Step 

Bruce Ratner's consultants have recommended closing Fourth Avenue north of Atlantic 







said the elimination 
of the short block 
of Fourth Avenue 
between Atlantic 
and Flatbush av- 
enues would elim- 
inate a several- 
block “spillback” 
down Fourth Av- 
enue and also allow 
for longer green- 
light timing at the 
gridlocked Fourth 
and Atlantic inter- 
section. 

But at least one 
independent analyst 
thought the change 
amounted to win- 


forcing drivers to turn onto Pa- 
cific Street — and into game- 
day traffic — before turning 
onto Flatbush will alleviate the 
traffic that clogs the multi-street 


intersection most of the day. 

A spokeswoman for the Em- 
pire State Development — the 
quasi-public state agency over- 
seeing the Ratner project — 


said traffic consult- 
ant Brian Ketcham. 

“Such a mitiga- 
tion still leaves the 
intersection with 
an F rating. That means break- 
down conditions with traffic 
backing up through other 
intersections. This community 
will be gridlocked even with- 


More groups want more time 
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City Councilwoman Letitia James (right) and Candace Carponter of Develop 
Don't Destroy show off the 1 7-inch thick DEIS on Wednesday at City Hall. 



Dozens of elected officials, activists, 
Brooklyn residents, community board mem- 
bers and even some Atlantic Yards supporters 
called this week for an extension of the pub- 
lic comment period on Bruce Ratner’s 
Atlantic Yards project — but the state agency 
overseeing the project said the approval 
process is moving full steam ahead. 

Almost all of 50 people who took to the steps of 
City Hall on Wednesday complained that there is 
not enough time to fully analyze the Empire State 
Development Corporation’s 2,000-page, highly 
technical draft environmental impact statement in 
the allotted 66 days. 

To demonstrate the difficulty, activists showed 
off the DEIS itself — two looseleaf binders measur- 
ing 17 inches thick. 

“The ESDC has allowed the same amount of 
[public comment] time for the largest single de- 
veloper proposal in the history of the city of New 
York as they have for most strip malls,” said 
James Vogel of the Council of Brooklyn Neigh- 
borhoods, which has hired an 
outside consultant to pick 
through the document. 

“We take our responsibility 
to review these documents very 
seriously and respectfully re- 
quest ... a reasonable extension 
of the review period.” 

City Council Speaker Chris- 
tine Quinn, the New York In- 
dustrial Retention Network, the 
Municipal Art Society, New 
Yorkers for Parks, and the 
Women’s City Club also called 
for an extension on Wednesday. 

Even Assemblyman Roger 
Green (D-Prospect Heights), a 
longtime Atlantic Yards sup- 
porter, joined the chorus. 

But a spokeswoman for the 
Empire State Development 
Corporation said the public 
comment period would close 
on Sept. 22 as scheduled. 

“ESDC is committed to the 
public process and will be giv- 
ing the public more opportuni- 
ty to comment on this project 
than is usual,” said the spokes- 
woman, Jessica Copen. 

“Besides scheduling a pub- 
lic hearing on Aug. 23, we 
have a community forum on 
Sept. 12. We believe that the 
addition of this venue gives 
the public ample time [for] re- 
view and comment.” 

Sept. 12 is primary election 
day, making it difficult for 
elected officials to attend. 


“At Atlantic Avenue, the 
Fourth Avenue approach would 
be impacted in all peak hours, 
while Atlantic Avenue ap- 
proaches would be impacted in 
all but the weekday am,” the 
DEIS admits. “At Flatbush Av- 
enue [and Fourth Avenue], Flat- 
bush Avenue would be impact- 
ed in all but the weekday 10-11 
pm post-game peak hour.” 

The Fourth-to-Flatbush Two- 
Step is just one of hundreds of 
mitigations recommended in 
the DEIS — almost none of 
which have been presented in 
public or fully analyzed on the 
eve of the sole public hearing 
on the controversial, $4.2-bil- 
lion project. 

That’s particularly troubling 
to residents and opponents of 
Atlantic Yards, who have joined 
a chorus of elected officials de- 
manding more than the allotted 
66 days to determine whether 
the highly technical, 2,000-page 
DEIS really solves those admit- 
ted impacts of the development. 
[See story below.] 

The ESDC spokeswoman 
said the mitigations would be 
presented further at the public 
hearing. 

“The elimination of the 
northbound Fourth Avenue-to- 
Flatbush Avenue connection 
will be discussed by our traffic 
consultant at the public hear- 
ing on Aug. 23,” said ESDC 
spokeswoman Jessica Copen. 
“Hopefully that will be helpful 

To reporters, perhaps, but 
not necessarily to residents of 
Pacific Street, who are trying 
to figure out what their cur- 
rently westbound street will be 
like after it is reconfigured as 
an eastbound street carrying 
Flatbush Avenue cars it never 
saw before. 

“If they want to really fix 
the problem, they should 
widen the street, take down 
the PC Richard store and 
make Pacific two-way,” said 
Dean Zias, when shown an 
ESDC diagram of the pro- 
posed traffic change. 

“What they’re planning is a 


ATLANTIC YARDS 
COUNTDOWN 



DAYS UNTIL AUG. 23 DAYS REMAINING FOR 

PUBLIC HEARING PUBLIC COMMENT 

(As of Saturday, Aug. 19) 

The Empire State Development Corporation invit- 
ed Brooklynites to comment on the agency's draft en- 
vironmental impact statement for Atlantic Yards by 
sending letters to ESDC's Maria Mooney, 633 Third 
Avenue, New York, NY 10017 or e-mailing atlantic- 
yards@empire.state.ny.us. WeVe asked our readers to 
send copies of their testimony to newsroom@brook- 
lynpapers.com. Here is this week's letter: 

Dear Ms Mooney: 

I feel that Mr. Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project is 
not keeping with the character of the Brooklyn neighbor- 
hoods that it would transform and not in keeping with pub- 
lic opinion of the project of the residents who would be so 
affected. 

The Environmental Impact Statement shows the 
terrible effects that this project would have on traffic, 
which is already quite congested. What will be done to al- 
leviate this problem? What about the affects of this project 
on our already strained and under-budgeted mass transit 
system? Will it be able to accommodate the increased pas- 
senger flows? Several neighborhood groups including the 
Municipal Art Society have outlined numerous problems 
with this project and its consequences on the surrounding 
areas of Brooklyn. 

The process of eminent domain is supposed to be for 
public-works projects, not private projects. Why is the 
process not being respected and the rights of residents not 
considered? 

Furthermore, Mr. Bruce Ratner has attempted to call this 
area “blighted.” With housing values going up every day 
and out of reach of the common person, how is this area 
blighted? I fail to understand this thesis and the logic be- 
hind this argument. 

I would like to urge your agency to listen to the residents 
of Brooklyn and understand what we want as opposed to 
what outsiders want for our neighborhoods. We want a devel- 
opment that doesn’t displace the people of the community, 
includes the community in the process thereby respecting it 
and addresses its needs fairly, responsively and responsibly. 

Gregory E Homatas, Park Slope 
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A slice of R'Hook 

Pizza guy spins pies, builds condos 


Entrepreneur Gino Vitale, Carroll Gardens pizzaman and Red Hook developer, poses on the roof of 126-128 Coffey St., 
a site he is currently turning into condos. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

He owns a much-loved 
pizzeria on the edge of Red 
Hook, but Gino Vitale knows 
the future is in condos. 

When Gino Vitale and his 
brother-in-law Paul Diagosti- 
no bought Union Street’s fa- 
bled House of Pizza and Cal- 
zone in 2004 — where, some 
say, the “slice” was invented 
— they knew they were com- 
ing into a neighborhood on 
the brink of big change. Two 
years later, Vitale has learned 
the recipes of a small-town 
developer in the big city. 

Vitale has already built nine 
condo units on a quiet block 
not far from the Red Hook 
shipyard where the people 
who eat his legendary cal- 
zones build their appetites. 

In addition, Vitale has plans 


to put up another 80 apart- 
ments in the next year, includ- 
ing a four-story, 24-unit brick 
condo development on Con- 
over Street between Coffey 
and Van Dyke streets that of- 
fers views of New York Har- 
bor. 

Nearby on Coffey Street 
between Conover and Ferris 
streets, Vitale is putting up 
two new $1. 2-million brick 
carriage-house-style office 
buildings that he will build to 
look like they could’ve been 
on the spot 110 years ago if 
Red Hook had ever been as 
wealthy as, say, Brooklyn 
Heights. 

“Why shouldn’t it be like 
that here?” he asked. 

The owner of a home in the 
neighborhood (plus one in 
Bensonhurst), Vitale does 
what he can to preserve local 
tradition, whether it’s his 


deep-fried calzones or his 
brick, rather than glass, apart- 
ment building facades. 

The math shows that Vitale 
is a small fish in the high tide 
of Brooklyn development, but 


FOCUS ON 
RED HOOK 


in lonely Red Hook, he’s a 
veritable tuna, the latest in a 
string of local wheeler-dealers 
who have an almost messianic 
belief in the neighborhood. 

It must be a shared belief, 
considering the land rush that 
Red Hook is witnessing. 

With a strong demand for a 
waning supply of residential 
lots, prices are at record highs. 
Brokers say that a square foot 
of residential space in Red 


Red hot Red Hook? How's 'lukewarm' 


By Robert Guskind 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Dianna Munz knows hot. 

She was a founding mem- 
ber of Smith Street’s “Res- 
taurant Row” when she 
opened Panino’teca in Carroll 
Gardens and, then, took on 
Red Hook when she and her 
partner opened Hope & An- 
chor on Van Brunt Street. 

“Good things are happen- 
ing,” said Munz, whose diner 
sits at the intersection of Van 
Brunt and Wolcott streets in a 
two-block stretch that includes 
the restaurant 360, the Atlantis 
antique shop and the Rentier 
International Drawing Space, 
an original Red Hook pioneer. 

“But smart people are look- 
ing around and saying, ‘It’s 
not there yet’ ,” Munz said. 

Come again? Red hot Red 
Hook is “not there yet”? 

Is Munz talking about the 
same neighborhood that Man- 
hattan-based newspapers and 
even out-of- 
;s like the Washington 


Post — have been proclaiming 
New York City’s newest hot 
and trendy neighborhood? 

Yes, and with good reason. 
Even though the selling price 
of Red Hook properties has 
doubled in two years and its 
packs of wild waterfront dogs 
have been housebroken, ru- 
mors of the next Williams- 
burg are clearly premature or, 
at least, byproducts of the 
need for headlines about 
“hip” neighborhoods. 

‘T ve seen people coming 
from the cruise terminal 
looking around like they’re 
wondering ‘What’s here?”’ said 
Corie Trancho-Robie, a Red 
Hook resident who produces 
the blog CaUalillie. 

The hapless tourist venturing 
into The Hook, in fact, might 
not “get it” at all, especially on 
streets where the landscape still 
runs to post-industrial apoca- 
lypse. The reality is that despite 
the ongoing openings of new 
restaurants and shops, there are 
still far more empty storefronts 
and ‘Tor rent” signs than actual 



businesses on Van Brunt Street, 
the neighborhood’s main com- 
mercial drag. 

“All the attention created 
very high expectations, but we 
could have used another year 
or two,” said Steve McFar- 
land, a resident who runs B61 
Productions, a Web site dedi- 
cated to community issues. 


Is Red Hook "hot" or not — the corner of Columbia and Bay st 


“People coming down here 
might be disappointed.” 
Generally, media hype about 
“red hot” Red Hook focuses on 
the galleries and shops clus- 
tered around Van Bmnt Street 


Megan Donis: 
Brooklyn’s Newshound 

By Margarida Correia 

W henever there’s a story in Brooklyn, Megan Donis jumps 
on it. The senior producer for BCAT/Brooklyn 
Community Access Television’s Brooklyn Independent 
Television public affairs programs and anchor of BCAT’s 
Brooklyn Review, the borough’s only television news magazine, 
first finds the neighborhoods on the huge Brooklyn map taped 
to the wall in her cubicle and marks them with yellow post-it 
stickies. She and a small team of reporters then get to work. 

director’s chair and wears casual 
clothes. 

“There’s something energizing 
about this place,” says the 1999 
graduate of Columbia University’s 
journalism school. “It offers an 
opportunity to redefine TV news.” 

A recent story that investigated 
reports of a crime spree in Prospect 
Park is a good example. The story 
featured residents, park and commu- 
nity leaders, and elected officials — 
more guests than the conventional 
TV news story. Like most reports on 
Brooklyn Review, it rai 
providing Brooklyn 
depth coverage on 
community topic. 

“I see the stories as l 
taries,” says Donis, adding that 
they’re a form of community-service 
journalism. “We want to enlighten 
viewers and give them the resources 
they need to learn more about the 

The opportunity to do longer- 
length documentary-like stories was 
a big draw for Donis who through- 
out her career has tried to mix 
on-camera and documentary work. 
Donis had worked as an on-camera 
reporter for a news organization 
in Canada and been involved in a 
number of documentary assignments 
for HBO and Channel 13 before 
coming to BCAT. 

“I didn’t want to be just an on- 
camera reporter,” says Donis, reflect- 
ing on her career. She was attracted 
to “grass-roots, independent media,” 
such as BCAT, where she says “you 
can really make a difference.” 

But making a difference with a 
small staff in a borough as large and 
culturally diverse as Brooklyn is a 
challenge, one that Donis seems to 
thrive on. She relishes the many hats 
she wears on Brooklyn Review where 
she’s producer, writer, host, reporter, 



Donis aims to cover stories 
throughout the borough, including 
those removed from the “brownstone 
belt.” 

Donis recalls her first assignment 
as a freelance reporter for Brooklyn 
Review. “What did I walk into? A 
strip club rally in Sunset Park,” she 
remembers as she juts forward in her 
chair. The community in Sunset Park 
was fighting to close a strip club that 
had been displaced from Times 
Square under then New York City 
Mayor Giuliani. 

Wien selecting stories for the 
show, Donis considers a lot more 
than the level of media attention 
neighborhoods receive. She considers 
how far-reaching the stories are and 
more importantly who they impact. 

“We’re able to tell stories here, sto- 
ries,” says Donis, “that have a human 
face.” The stories hit home hard. 
Take, for instance, Harold Noel, a 
19-year-old Iraqi war veteran who 
became homeless when he returned 
to Brooklyn. The young man was the 
subject of a documentary about the 
experience of soldiers returning 
home from Iraq. “Nobody’s looking 
out for soldiers,” he said on Brooklyn 
Review. “I’m fighting for soldier’s 
rights because no one else is.” The 
pauses as he searches for the right 
words are uncut, making for a natu- 
ral, unvarnished, touching interview. 

Donis enjoys working for a news 
program that lets her tell stories in 
ways that differ from traditional TV 
news. As part of the commercial-free 
Brooklyn-centric programming of 
BCAT’s Brooklyn Independent 
Television, stories have more air- 
time, allowing Donis and the 
reporters on Brooklyn Review to delve 
more deeply into their topics. Donis 
especially appreciates not having to 
sit at a news desk as a traditional 
anchor would. She instead sits in a 


n four minutes, 
important 
ni-documen- 


Megan Donis, senior producer of 
BCAT’s public affairs program- 
ming and host of the Brooklyn 
Review newsmagazine. 

editor and administrator all rolled in 

“It’s insane, it’s stressful, but the 
work is really rewarding,” she says. 
“You have to like that rush of things 
almost not coming together and then 
it comes together.” 

Donis, who became senior produc- 
er in January 2005, wears even other 
hats. In addition to Brooklyn Review, 
Donis produces Reporter Roundtable, 
a 30-minute weekly public affairs 
talk show, and co-produces Brooklyn 
Elected Officials, a weekly talk show 
featuring the borough’s elected lead- 

Donis, a native of Vancouver, BC, 
never imagined living in New York 
City, much less falling in love with 
Brooklyn. After graduating from 
Columbia, Donis moved to Brooklyn 
and knew almost instantly she would 
never live in Manhattan again. “It 
surprised me how at home in 
Brooklyn I felt,” she says, recalling 
the borough’s strong sense of neigh- 
borhood. 

For Donis, Brooklyn is a story- 
teller’s dream. It’s rich in history, peo- 
ple and now — with all the 
massive development transforming 
the borough — ongoing stories. 

“I genuinely love this borough,” 
says Donis. “I can’t imagine working 
as a journalist anywhere else.” 

New episodes o/’Brooklyn Review 
premiere on BCAT on the 2nd 
and 4th Monday of the month at 
9pm on Time Warner Cable 
channel 56, Cablevision channel 
69, and streaming live online at 
www.bcat.tv. Encore presenta- 
tions: Tuesdays at 3:30pm and 
11:30pm; Thursdays at 1:30pm 
and 9:30pm; and Fridays at 
1:30pm. Past episodes can be 
viewed at www.bcat.tv/bcat. 
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or the Beard Street Piers, but 
the rest of the neighborhood 
has residents who have lived 
there for decades and business- 
es that fill the streets with 
trucks on weekdays. 

“Red Hook is changing 
both as a business community 
and as place to live,” said 
Brooklyn Chamber of Com- 
merce President Kenneth Ad- 
ams, who measures the time- 
frame for Red Hook growth in 
years, not months. 

Two-thirds of Red Hook’s 
residents live in public hous- 
ing and, for them, businesses 
like Ikea that promise to pro- 
duce jobs by the hundreds are 
of more interest than a wine 
bar that may attract Yuppies, 
yet hires just four people. 

John McGettrick, who co- 
chairs the Red Hook Civic As- 


VOTE 

Continued from page 1 
sues affecting Brighton Beach, 
Coney Island, Bay Ridge and 
Dyker Heights. 

So far, the Democratic es- 
tablishment has lined up be- 
hind Brook-Krasny, who has 
won the support of Borough 
President Markowitz, Coun- 
cilman Domenic Recchia CD- 
Coney Island) and state Sen. 
Diane Savino (D-Bay Ridge), 
among others. 

Kagan has garnered the en- 
dorsement of the Coney Island 
Democratic Club. 

As the Sept. 12 primary 
nears, “the race will only get 
meaner,” according to Ka- 
gan’s campaign manager, 
Gayle Shawn — who vowed 
that any attacks wouldn’t be 
coming from her candidate. 

Amidst the murky allega- 
tions, one thing is almost 
clear: Whoever wins the seat 
will be the first Soviet-bom 
American citizen to serve in 
the Assembly. 

Or maybe not. 

“It’s really hard to know,” 
said Assembly spokeswoman 
Sisa Moyo. “There are many 
things we track, but that’s not 
one of them.” 


sociation, called the neighbor- 
hood a “diamond in the rough” 
— and its rough edges stem 
from a lack of transportation 
and services; residents are 
fighting just to get a stoplight 
put in on Van Brunt Street. 

“Everyone wants to do a 
sexy business like a bar or a 
cafe, but we still need a com- 
munity bank,” said LeNell 
Smothers, an Alabama native 
who moved to Red Hook and 
opened LeNell’s, a high-end 
wine and liquor shop, in 2003. 
Smothers said her business 
does well, but that a signifi- 
cant online presence in her 
niche market has helped. 

Because many visitors are 
weekend warriors, many Red 
Hook businesses are only open 
Thursday through Sunday. 
Artist Mary Ellen Buxton, who 
opened the Pier Glass studio in 
Red Hook in 1993, said the 
neighborhood needs more resi- 
dents before it can support a 
large number of businesses. 

“It’s a very fine balance,” 
she said. 


Others were not certain the 
balance had been found. 

‘We’re happy that people 
want to come to Red Hook, but 
I hope they do more than fly 
down the street to Fairway to get 
a filet mignon,” said Florence 
Neal, whose Rentier gallery 
opened in 1990 when people 
were still terrified of venturing 
past the Gowanus Expressway 
or over the Battery Tunnel to 
visit the neighborhood. 

Munz of Hope & Anchor 
and other merchants, though, 
are banking on Red Hook’s 
future. She and her partners 
are talking about opening an- 
other Red Hook eatery. 

“When all is said and 
done,” Munz said, “things are 
happening here, but I think it’s 
a 10-year window.” 

Ironically, one reason that 
change is so slow to come to 
Red Hook is that landlords 
aren’t willing to make a little 
less money now in exchange 
for riches later. 

Ataur Miah, co-owner of 
Bombay Dream on Smith 
Street, said more restaurants 
would be moving into the 
neighborhood if landlords 
were open to long leases. 

“Many restaurants are look- 
ing, but landlords now only 
want [short] leases because they 
know in a few years they will 
be able to charge more,” Miah 
said. “But restaurants need long 

The owners of the pioneer- 
ing restaurant Patois, which 
opened on Smith Street long 
before it became a destination 
for gourmands, are also look- 
ing into opening in Red Hook, 
according to local brokers and 
workers at the restaurant. 

That didn’t surprise Miah, 
who says he is going to open 
soon in Red Hook. 

“It’s a very good neighbor- 
hood and it will only get bet- 
ter,” he said. 


Hook now goes for $600- 
$700, about $200 more than 
just two years ago. 

A two-family house sold for 
a record $ 1 .065 million earlier 
this summer and by now, the 
neighborhood has gleaned 
comparisons to the East Vil- 
lage, SoHo and just about 
every other hip neighborhood 
ever mentioned on MTV. 

Building owners are getting 
regular visits from developers 
with deep pockets. 

“I told the last guy I would 
go only for $3.7 million,” said 
Junior Vargas, the owner of a 
building on Verona Street. 

Vitale sees himself as a dif- 
ferent kind of developer — a 
local, from-the-heart guy. The 
touchy-feely attitude puts him 
in a group with another Red 
Hook developer-of-note, Greg 
O’Connell, who renovated the 
old warehouses that now 
house the Fairway supermar- 
ket and artists studios, as well 
as numerous other properties 
in the neighborhood. 

After decades working 
there, O’Connell still spends 
weekday mornings in overalls 
at his job-sites, or drinking 
bodega coffee in his pick-up 
truck along the neighborhood’s 
main drag, Van Bmnt Street. 

Vitale can likewise be 
found on his construction sites 
or at the House of Pizza and 
Calzone. The two professional 
builders share an optimism 
about the role they play in 
changing the neighborhood. 

“I don’t want to do any- 
thing to harm or min a gor- 
geous place,” Vitale said. 

Yet there will be at least a 
little ruin. 

Vitale owns a row of small, 
vacant, federal-style homes on 
Conover Street, near Dikeman 
Street, that dates to 1901. He 
plans to demolish them in fa- 
vor of three-story “antique- 
feeling” residences. 

Moves like that convince 
some neighborhood residents 
that soon their homes will be 
bulldozed in the name of a 
retro-chic progress. 

The transformation is al- 
ready palpable on the narrow 
streets near the water where 
Vitale’s property is concentrat- 
ed. One of his larger projects 

— a squat, 1960s-era building 
built by trucker Peter Vetri, Sr. 

— wears the “For Sale” sign 
of a soon-to-be condo. 

Currently housing a 
methadone clinic, the building 

— owned by Vetri’s grandson, 
Steve Maguire — is priced to 
move at $2.5 million. If all 
goes as planned, it will be sold 
and tom down by next year 
and replaced with a 24-unit de- 
velopment, similar to Vitale’s. 

Maguire, like O’Connell, 
Vitale and others, said he real- 
ized that in Red Hook, “now 
the time is right to do some- 
thing new there.” 

At the Narco Freedom meth- 
odone clinic, a mainenance 

“It’s becoming residential, 
and you can tell the new peo- 
ple don’t want us here,” he 
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State of the Union 


Park Slopes new bar has bocce, books , booze , music & more 


By Eleazer Gorenstein 

for theBrbaktyn Papers 

T his weekend, you could be one of hun- 
dreds of New Yorkers who are fine-tun- 
ing their motor skills with a bocce ball 
in one hand and a beer in the other, sharpen- 
ing their minds by sipping on a martini 
while reading Voltaire, or just plain head- 
banging to some good tunes. 

At the newly opened Union Hall in Park 
Slope, there is something for every bar-goer, 
with few exceptions. This hip watering hole 
adds a new dimension to the bar scene in 
Brooklyn, said Michelle Ferrara, a Union 
Hall bartender. 

“The neighborhood has been waiting for 
something like this for a long time,” Ferrara 
told GO Brooklyn. “There is something 
here for everyone, and so far the appeal has 
been far and wide. We get all kinds of peo- 
ple coming in here. It’s the most exciting 
thing I’ve ever been a part of.” 

Walking into Union Hall, which opened 
last month, is an experience on its own. As 
soon as you enter, there is a bar on the right 
side, with a dark mahogany canopy, 12 
beers on tap and a menu featuring comfort 
food prepared in the downstairs kitchen. 

There is a sprawling space around the 
bar, with numerous seating areas, an out- 
door patio, a library nook with floor-to-ceil- 
ing bookcases, and don’t forget the two in- 
door, 38-foot-long, dirt-surfaced bocce 
courts. 

Owner Jim Carden said that bocce was 
his bar game of choice, instead of the more 
traditional pool tables and dartboards, be- 
cause it’s a sport that is fun, easy to learn, 
and anyone can play. 

“Now, it’s entirely possible for anyone to 
come out to the bar and plan for a night’s 
worth of activities, something that other 
bars don’t provide,” said Carden, who also 
owns Floyd, NY in Brooklyn Heights. “You 
can have a quiet time at the library study 
area, or get the competitive juices flowing at 
the bocce courts, which have been known to 
get a little rowdy. It’s all about having fun, 
though.” 

Carden, who opened Union Hall on July 
9 with partners Andy Templer and Sean 
Neill, said that perhaps the biggest draw to 
his bar is the performance venue down- 
stairs. Downstairs at Union Hall has stand- 
ing room for over 100 people, all of whom 
have a great view of the 10-by- 12-foot 

At Union Hall’s first round of shows held 
the weekend of Aug. 4, there were packed 
houses downstairs every night, with the 



NIGHTLIFE 


Union Hall is located at 702 Union St. at 



biggest draw being the Los Angeles-area in- 
die rock band Silversun Pickups who played 
a sold-out show on Aug. 7, said Carden. 

There is at least one indie rock perform- 
ance every weekend, with a cover charge 
ranging from $7 to $12. On Aug. 19, Levy 
will perform, and the Inlets and Sufjan 
Stevens’ guitarist Casey Dienel will play a 
set on Tuesday, Aug. 22. On Aug. 24, Dave 
Derby will rock out, followed by Rose- 



wood Thieves playing with Sonny Oaks on 
Aug. 25. 

In addition to the music, there are other 
special performances at the Union Hall, 



Entertaining everyone: (Clockwise from top left) 
Crowds around Union Hall's bocce court can get 
a little "rowdy," says co-owner Jim Carden; oth- 
ers enjoy this Park Slope bar's quiet library nook; 
and among the performers slated to perform 
here is Boerum Hill comedian Michael Showalter. 


ranging from the expected (comedy) to 
wildly unusual: Science Night. 

Every other Sunday there is a comedy 
night with Eugene Merman and Friends. 
Aug. 20 will feature Boerum Hill comedian 
Michael Showalter, who has appeared on 
Comedy Central, written, directed and 
starred in 2005’s “The Baxter,” and co- 
wrote the 2000 movie “Wet Hot American 
Summer.” (Comedy nights have a $7 cover 
charge.) 

The first Wednesday of every month, be- 
ginning Sept. 6, will be Union Hall’s Sci- 
ence Night, which will feature local scien- 
tists demonstrating their experiments and 
other quirky inventions and explaining what 
they mean to the public, said Ferrara. 

With all of the younger people moving 
into the Park Slope neighborhood, the eclec- 
tic and exciting aspects of Union Hall are 
sure to attract many from the area and Fer- 
rara said it has already proven to be popular 
among locals and those outside of the 
neighborhood. 

“I was working here one Wednesday 
night, shortly after we opened, and I was 
really shocked at the amount of people who 
were there until really late on a night in the 
middle of the week,” said Ferrara. “I was 
like, ‘What do these people do?’ I think it 
has a lot to do with the fact that we have 
covered all our bases, and people are just 
having a good time taking it all in all night 
long.” 



Baby fresh: On Aug. 11, Brooklyn Botanic Garden Director of Membership Liz 
Culp boldly attempts to get a noseful of the corpse flower's rancid perfume while 
garden curator Mark Fisher looks on. 


Hot on the scent 

Crowds fill garden in pursuit of a stench 


By Lisa J. Curtis 

GO Brooklyn editor 


L t’s talk about sex. Baby. 

Or, more precisely, sex with Baby, the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden’s now-famous stinking corpse flower. 
I was a witness to the racy proceedings on Aug. 11, 
along with at least a dozen others, when Dr. Alessan- 
dro Chiari, plant propagator at the garden, and Baby, 
the garden’s beloved Amorphophallus titanum, shared 
an intimate moment designed to bear fruit. 

Chiari lovingly caressed Baby’s female flowers — 
nestled inside the base of her large outer petal, or 
spathe — with a camel hair paintbrush in order to de- 
posit moistened pollen from another plant. 

Although her name’s Baby, she’s really 10 years old, 


and as of Friday morning, she had rotten, stinking halito- 
sis. (While the corpse flower emits the putrid perfume to 
entice pollinators — like carrion beetles and sweat bees in 
the rainforests of Sumatra — at BBG it only served to at- 
tract some flies and 33,000 human visitors.) 

While on Friday this regal flower — with the 
world’s most rancid scent — sported a giant, fleshy 
“phallus,” or spadix, sprouting proudly from the center 
of its spathe, a look at the garden’s Web cam just five 
days later revealed that the stinking protrusion was 
quite flaccid, lolling over like a flat tongue. Her outer 
petal — once a ruffle of green and veined foliage on 
the outside, like celery, that had curled back to reveal a 
hue akin to dried blood on the inside — was closed up 
tight like an umbrella by Aug. 16. 

See CORPSE on page 10 


MUSIC 


Tragic tale 

The Metropolitan Opera is bringing world-class 
opera to Marine Park, for free, in celebration of the 
40th anniversary of “Met in the Parks.” 

This bit of Lincoln Center can be enjoyed locally 
on Aug. 25 when Giuseppe Verdi’s “La Traviata” 
(“The Fallen Woman”) comes to life on the green. 

The performance 
will be a concert version 
of the legendary story of 
the consumptive courte- 
san, Violetta (Maureen 
O’Flynn, left), and Al- 
fredo (Garrett Sorenson) 
and the many obstacles 
they have to overcome 

Through song, you 
will understand Violet- 
ta’s love of freedom as she sings “Sempre libera”; 
feel Alfredo’s frustration when he thinks Violetta is 
leaving him in “Questa donna conoscete?”; and lis- 
ten to Alfredo’s father’s plea for him to leave Vio- 
letta and return home with “Di Provenza.” 

The Marine Park performance will feature a full 
orchestra, but no costumes or set for a more casual 
operatic experience. Bring your own lawn chairs 
and blankets and pack a picnic for a unique night 
out at the opera. 

The Metropolitan Opera presents "La Travia- 
ta" in Marine Park (East 33rd Street and Avenue 
U) on Aug. 25 at 8 pm. The performance is free 
and open to the public. For more information, 
visit the Web site www.metopera.org or call (212) 
360-6000. — J ovana Rizzo 



THEATER 


Mama mia 

Want to see Academy Award-winning actors per- 
form in a classic drama on a Central Park stage? 
For free? 

Ticket vouchers for 
“Mother Courage and 
Her Children,” starring 
Meryl Streep and Kevin 
Kline, will be available at 
651 Arts in Fort Greene 
on Aug. 25. 

“Mother Courage,” 
translated by Tony 
Kushner, concludes this 
summer’s Shakespeare 
in the Park program, 
staged by The Public 
Theater, and is part of the organization’s 50th an- 


The play, directed by George C. Wolfe, follows 
Mother Courage (Streep, pictured) over 12 years as 
she loses her family and faith while struggling for 
survival in times of war. 

“This summer’s shows in the park are a perfect 
manifestation of what The Public Theater stands for,” 
said the Public’s Artistic Director Oskar Eustis in a 
statement. “Our nation’s greatest actors performing the 
world’s greatest plays under the direction of thrilling 
and boundary-breaking directors free for the public.” 

Pick up a ticket voucher for "Mother Courage 
and Her Children" at 651 Arts (651 Fulton St. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene) from 1 pm to 3 pm 
on Aug. 25 for that day's performance at 8 pm at 
Central Park's Delacorte Theater (enter the park at 
81st Street and Central Park West). Vouchers are 
limited to two per person and are exchanged for 
tickets at the Delacorte Theater Box Office, from 4 
pm to 7:30 pm. For more information, call (212) 
539-8750 or visit www.publictheater.org. — JR 



CINEMA 


Race to Coney 

On Aug. 24 the ‘Movies With a View” outdoor film 
series in DUMBO concludes with a screening of Wal- 
ter Hill’s cult classic, “The Warriors.” The 1979 flick, 
shot on location throughout New York City, features a 
Coney Island gang, falsely accused of a killin g, that 
must flee from the Bronx to its home turf while being 
pursued by vengeance-seeking thugs. 

The film stars Michael Beck as a Warrior and Deb- 
orah Van Valkenburgh, as 
Mercy of the Orphans 
gang (pictured). 

The film is as contro- 
versial today as it was on 
its opening weekend. 
This summer, Roger Hill, 
who plays the slain gang 
warlord Cyrus, filed suit 
against the makers of the 
wildly successful video- 
game inspired by the 
film, demanding cash 
and a court order barring use of his likeness. 

At the time of its release, “The Warriors” was ac- 
cused of inciting violence, and a manager of an Ohio 
theater complained to Boxoffice magazine that they 
film was attracting “unusual” patrons, including “mo- 
torcycle gangs.” 

"The Warriors" screening begins at sundown 
at Empire-Fulton Ferry State Park (Water and 
New Dock streets in DUMBO). Admission is free. 
For more information, including rain dates, call 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy at (718) 
802-0603. — Lisa J. Curtis 





320 Atlantic Avenue (betw. smith & Hoyt) 
(718) 488-0777 • jolierestaurant.com 


Dinner Daily 


II Wine £ove rS 


1/2 price wine list all night 


®fje iiglitlioitsc Cahcitt 

243 Fifth Avenue, between Carroll & Garfield 
718-788-8070 sara lighthousetavern.net 
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LUNCH 


Having A Party 


ates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 

6716 Fort Hamilton Pkwy • near 67th St. in Dyker Heights 

* (718) 238-9447 
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My Featured Organic Wine for August 
Domaine St. Nicholas, “Gammes en May” 


By Darrin Siegfried 


Certified Biodynamic! So much 
more than simply “organic”. Bio- 
dynamic viticulture includes under- 
standing the ecological, the energetic 
and the spiritual in nature. 
Biodynamic vineyards have healthy, 
fertile, “living” soil. Weeds and 
“pests” are managed without the use 
of commercial chemicals. Organic 
fertilizers are applied at different 
times of the year to nourish the roots, 
the leaves and the fruit of the plant. 
Harvesting is done by hand, and no 
sulphites are added at any time. This 
wine, like many that are made 
Biodynamically, has vibrant, clear fla- 
vors. . . focused is the word I use. The 


vines are 20 - 40 year old Gamay, 
growing in clay and schist soils in the 
extreme southern end of the Loire 
Delta, south of Muscadet in the Fiefs 
Vendeens. Cool fermented without 
oak, this wine has delicious flavors of 
wild raspberries, rosewater and red 
cherries! Good fruit, tart acidity, fine 
structure, excellent balance... and a 
terrific price! This easy drinking red 
tastes even better with a slight chill. 
You’ll find this wine on the winelists 
of restaurants Guy Savoy, Taillevent 
and Arpege in Paris! 

Domaine St. Nicholas, 

“Gammes en May” - $ 1 1 .49 


My Featured Winery for August 
Movia, and Movia Vila Marija 


Eric Asimov, in the New York Times, 
calls Movia, “one of my favorite wine 
estates. All the Movia wines I’ve 
tasted are marked by liveliness, depth 
and purity of flavor.” In existence 
since 1700, Ales Kristancic whole- 
heartedly implements the rigorous 
Biodynamic principles handed down 
to him from his father. Estate hold- 
ings all lie on the prime strip of land 
that adjoins the Italian & Slovenian 
sides of the Collio. No chemical fer- 
tilizers, pesticides or herbicides are 
used in the vineyard. Only wild yeast, 
and no added sulphites... at all! 
These are truly wonderful wines, all 
hand made, all showing a decided 
sense of terroir. I absolutely love these 
wines and cannot recommend them 
more highly! 

Vila Marija, Pinot Grigio Light, 
fresh and crisp with herbal, honey- 
dew, pear and green apple notes, all 
atop layers of minerality. Remarkable 
balance, great value. - $12.95 


Vila Marija, Merlot If Miles, in 
“Sideways”, had tried this wine, he 
might have forgotten about Pinot 
Noir! This exceptional wine is just 
what Merlot SHOULD taste like. 
Richly colored and full bodied. 

- $12.95 

Movia, Sauvignon Blanc A group of 
25 Sommeliers declared this wine to 
be the perfect wine to serve with 
asparagus. Rich, ripe and loaded with 
heady aromas, this is beyond being 
very good: it’s great wine! Unfined, 
unfiltered, made with wild, natural 
yeasts, it’s all about the grapes and the 
vineyard. - $26.95 

Movia, Cabernet Sauvignon Oak 
aged (though you can barely tell) on 
the lees for 4 years, this is a wine of 
depth, complexity and balance. 
Slightly leafy on the nose, along with 
cassis, cherry and blueberry aromas. 
On the palate, layer after layer of 
cocoa, berry, mint and baked berries. 

-$31.49 



211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 



“Don’t tell me you’re 
trying to do 
business in 
Brooklyn . . . 
without advertising 
in the 

Brooklyn Papers.” 


'X^apSK (718) 834-9350 

ads@brooklynpapers.com 



Back for more 


Amelias in Bay Ridge boasts a new patio 
and updated menu that is Italian at its best 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

R evisiting a restaurant I’ve loved is 
a tricky business. If I make a big 
deal about a place, recalling each 
dish over the months, then I set myself 
up for disappointment the second time 
around. So I resisted going back to 
Amelia Ristorante in Bay Ridge for al- 

“Would it be as mind-blowing as the 
first time?” I wondered. 

In some ways, the sequel was even 
better. At his one-year-anniversary as 
owner and chef, Ken Deiner is at the 
top of his form. His large, simply plat- 
ed dishes still pack a wallop visually, 
and they’re just as boldly flavored and 
carefully balanced as I remembered. 

Deiner recently expanded his eight- 
table dining room to include a large, se- 
cluded outdoor space with seating for 
65 and a raw bar that seats six. The 
shaded patio is conducive to lingering 
as the evening cools down. From 
Thursday to Sunday, Deiner serves im- 
peccably fresh seafood on the deck. 
(He offers the same menu on Tuesday 
and Wednesday via the kitchen.) 

The cold, seawater brininess of Blue 
Point oysters and Little Neck clams are 
an ideal palate primer to Deiner’s opu- 
lent dishes. They also do a good job of 
taking the sting out of a miserably hot 



More to love: Amelia Ristorante in Bay Ridge is one girl who's proud of 
her expanded girth. Chef-owner Ken Deiner has added seating for 65 on 
Amelia's new patio. 


Deiner works hard to ensure patrons 
will have a memorable meal, and 
“memorable” is his word. There are 
plenty of good-enough Italian restau- 
rants in Bay 
Ridge; he aims to 
create an experi- 
ence that’s closer 
to event dining. 

Until recently, 
when he hired a 
sous chef, Deiner 


DINING 


Amelia Ristorante (8305 Third Ave. 

Ridge) accepts American Express, Master- 
Card and Visa. Pasta: $14.95-$17.95; en- 
trees: $1 5.95-$39.95. Dinner is available 
Tuesday through Sunday. Closed Mon- 
■" ns, call (71 8) 680-4650. 


is housemade, and you can taste it in 
the silkiness of the noodles and the way 
the sauce clings to the strands. And he’s 
as good in the pastry station as he is on 
the savory side. 

For instance, 
Deiner’s flourless 
chocolate cake — 
too often served 
like dense, dull 
fudge in other 
eateries 


show. With his 

large menu and 

attention to detail, going solo wasn’t 
easy. He makes his own mozzarella, 
and it’s creamy and subtly nutty tasting 
with a delicate, milky aroma. His pasta 


3 like a rich 


with a rewarding layer of crusty top. 
He splashes the pastry with B & B 
whisky that cuts the sweetness while 
adding a pleasantly bitter edge. 


He’s wise, too. Deiner knows he can 
kill himself kneading dough and never 
turn out anything as good as the loaves 
from Royal Crown Pastry Shop in Ben- 
sonhurst, so he leaves the bread baking 
to them. Slices of the seven-grain and 
country Italian breads arrive slightly 
warm and ready to be slathered with a 
mild, roasted garlic and sun-dried 
tomato butter. 

The “mozzarella di Amelia” and the 
“mozzarella fresca,” appetizers that 
employ the housemade cheese, are de- 
lectable: The first starts with a thick 
slice of the cheese, lightly dusted with 
breadcrumbs and gently sauteed. The 
crisp, buttery square serves as a pillow 
for a bit of fresh plum tomatoes, a few 
tom basil leaves and slivers of prosciut- 


to. A touch of chunky tomato sauce 
with just a bit of cream joins the ele- 
ments together. 

There’s nothing unique about the 
“fresca,” a towering, layered creation of 
humble ingredients: mozzarella, beef- 
steak tomatoes, and grilled zucchini, 
but the cheese and the perfect vegeta- 
bles drizzled with fruity olive oil and 
mellow, aged balsamic vinegar, add up 
to a dish that epitomizes summer. 

I loved the simplicity of Deiner’s 
baby octopus hot off the grill, their 
smokiness amplified with a drizzle of 
lemony, garlicky vinaigrette. I found 
just one flaw in an order of grilled soft- 
shell crabs: the mashed potatoes they 
teamed up with were too strongly fla- 
vored with white pepper. Pesto, made 
with sundried tomatoes, and a mound 
of slightly over-salted broccoli rabe 
played up the sweet muskiness of the 
shellfish. 

Deiner makes a classic Caesar salad 
— something few restaurants manage 
to pull off — with a twist. The differ- 
ence is a thick, inky swirl of reduced 
balsamic vinegar that sits on the edge 
of the plate. You swipe a bit of the 
greens through the dark puddle, and it’s 
as if an electric switch was thrown on 
the ingredients: The Parmesan becomes 
sharper; the anchovies in the slightly 
creamy dressing more saline; the ro- 
maine subtly grassy. 

“Petto di polio hi mattone,” an entree 
of chicken breast with a simple toss of 
vegetables, makes great summertime 
| eating. The meat is grilled beneath a 
e brick (“mattone”), so its skin is brittle 
S and the meat is juicy. Cubes of ripe 
| tomatoes, cucumbers and bits of red 
£ onion, tossed with basil-infused vinai- 
f grette, moisten the hen. The only de- 
ll traction from the dish was a too large 
i£ mound of overly peppery mashed pota- 

The standouts of the dinner were the 
“vitello e granchino alia Madeira” and 
“tagliatelle alia Bolognese.” The “tagli- 
atelle,” or thick noodles, were topped 
with a rich meat sauce made with veal, 
pork, beef and pancetta. The mix of 
meats give the dish a complexity not 
found in single meat sauces; white 
wine lends to the aroma; and a touch of 
cream creates a lush binder. 

The “vitello,” or veal, was wildly de- 
licious. Its thin, delicate medallions 
were sauteed briefly, then dressed with 
thin asparagus spears and crabmeat 
cooked in a fight Madeira-enhanced 
sauce. The fish lends a delicate, winy 
note to the meat; the vegetable adds 
freshness and crunch; and the Madeira 
cuts the richness of the ingredients with 
its subtly bitter note. 

Happy first birthday Amelia Ris- 
torante! I’m looking forward to many 
happy returns. 


More than 
a tavern 


Brooklyn Heights may be the pretti- 
est neighborhood in the borough, but 
you can count the good eateries among 
its blocks on one hand. With Jack the 
Horse Tavern, owners Tim Oltmans 
and his business manager-wife Micki 
Schubert hope to improve the nabe’s 
culinary reputation. 

Open since June, the bar and eatery, 
says Oltmans, is “more than a standard 
pub.” It’s not a surprising statement 
coming from a chef who hails from the 
kitchens of Gramercy Tavern, CT 
Restaurant and Tabla, three of New 
York’s most elite restaurants. 

You won’t find Oltmans’s chicken 
fiver “schmeer” on a toasted baguette 
served with rhubarb compote on just 
any pub’s menu, or an entree of slow- 
roasted pork breast with figs and 
braised Swiss chard (pictured) either. 

But if a burger and fries is what you 
crave, you can have that, too. At Jack the 
Horse, the “Sakota” burger is served on 
ciabatta bread and comes topped with 
Asiago cheese and pickled onions. 


As befitting a tavern, there are six 
pints on draft — two from Williams- 
burg’s Brooklyn Brewery — and 1 1 bot- 
tled varieties. None of the bottles on the 
international wine fist tops $50, with sev- 
eral good selections by the glass. 

Oltmans named the restaurant after 
Jack the Horse Lake in Northern Min- 
nesota, a serene spot where he fished 
with his father and brothers. Keeping 
the “all in the family” theme going, the 
tavern’s upscale decor was designed by 
Schubert, who hung the work of 
Mitchell Hooks, an artist known for il- 
lustrating paperback book covers, and 
movie posters of the 1960s and ’70s, on 
the brick walls. Hooks happens to be 
Schubert’s father. 

Jack the Horse Tavern (66 Hicks St. 
at Cranberry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights) accepts American Express, 
MasterCard and Visa. Entrees: $14- 
$21. The restaurant serves dinner 
Monday through Saturday. Closed 
Sundays. For reservations, call (718) 
852-5084. — Tina Barry 




Authentic Mexican Restaurant 


Home of the HAPPY HOUR 3 - 6 PM 

Sizzling Fajitas 

223 5th Avenue | 396 5th Avenue 

PARK SLOPE | PARK SLOPE 

718-783-3276 mmmm 718-965-6050 

Open 7 days, Lunch & Dinner • Available for Private Parties • FREE DELIVERY 

For other locations visit us at: www.Mezcalrestaurant.com 



Featuring: Japanese, n VC A D 

Chinese, and Thai T [AK 

.a ANNIVERSARY 

15% OFF 

78 CLARK STREET - 

at Henry St. • Bklyn Heights 

(718) 625-9893 

OPEN 7 DAYS: llam-llpr 
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FAST FREE 3 r §f^* ue 


TEL 718.491.0662 • FAX 718.491.0848 • 

Dn-Thurs:ll:30am-ll :00pm; 

Fri & Sat: 11 :30am-mid; Sun: 1 2:30pm-ll :00pm 


16 l 

Ave. ■ 

/ 



• Orrechetti with Broccoli Rabe & Sausage 
Chicken Eggplant • Josephine’s Eggplant Parmesan 

• Homemade Manicotti • Sunday’s Sauce 

426 A 7th Ave. 

■t. 14th & 15th • FREE DELIVERY 

(718) 369-8315 


Anthony’s 

Brick Oven 

PIZZA 


AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Com Como en su Cm ” 

(eat like at home) 

Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44th & 45t h sts.) (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • fTHGaea 



Since, 1979 

Tex Mexican, Cuisine, 

Reasonable Prices 
FREE DELIVERY! 

XI CALI 

Restaurant 


k Available, for Parties 
^Saturday Sc. Sunday Brunch, 
occlude* comyLunenbary drink, \ 

141 Court Street 

(between Atlantic & Pacific aves) 

( 718 ) 625-7370 • mmmm 

Sun-Thurs: 12- 10:30pm; Fri & Sat: 12-11:30 
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& SNAKES: 

Now through January 7 , 2007 


American Museum o Natural History© 

Open daily • Central Park West at 79th Street, New York City • 212-769-5100 • amnh.org 

Lizards & Snakes: Alive! is organized by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), in collaboration with 
Fernbank Museum of Natural History, Atlanta, and the San Diego Natural History Museum, with appreciation to Clyde Peeling's Reptiland. 


Special Limited Time Offer 
for Brooklyn Residents: 

See an IMAX for only $1 
when you visit Lizards 
and Snakes: Alive! 

Redeem this coupon at any admission desk 
at the Museum to receive a ticket to the 
spectacular IMAX film Journey into Amazing Caves 
for only $1.00 when you purchase a ticket to 
Lizards and Snakes: Alive! 

Offer expires September 30, 2006. Valid for one $1.00 
IMAX ticket for each Lizards and Snakes: Alive! ticket 
purchased. On-site sales only. Not valid for online or 
phone sales. Members included. 04 
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CORPSE... 

Continued from page 7 
But over the previous 
weekend. Baby had put on a 
show for the crowds that en- 
circled the giant flower in her 


BROOKLYN 

Nightlife 

Compiled by ™ ~ ~ - ■— 


The Perch Cafe 
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Tipping scales 

Williamsburg’s Kenan Thompson 
kicks some reptile butt in his new 
action thriller, ‘Snakes On A Plane ’ 




Where to 00 
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BATTLE TO THE BONE: Buffalo Wing- BR p S^^s'efsat^Au^' Tst 7 pm. J 
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JOFTOP FILMS- presents "Home HEALTH FAIR: Brooklyn Public native ceremony at 2 pm. Free. 
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ID'S CONCERT: Carroll Park Kid's 
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LIST YOUR EVENT... 


end your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpapers.com; by mail: GO Brook- 
. n, The Brooklyn Papers, 55 Washington St, Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201; or 
by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. 
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Brooklyn: 
Great place 
to explore 


B eyond the monstrous left field wall 

at Keyspan Park lies Nathan’s Famous. And be- 
yond Nathan’s? Don’t ask a Cyclone! 

Cyclones players have been residing in Brooklyn for 
about two months now, but you could practically sell them 
a bridge, judging by how much they’ve learned about 
their adopted home. 

“I really don’t get a whole lot of time to go around and 
do things, playing late and getting back late,” said first 
baseman Tim Grogan. 

And most Cyclones would concur, including manager 
George Greer. “My wife has done a little bit more of the 
walking around and visiting,” said the skipper. 

The Brooks spent the first half of the season in dorm 
rooms at Polytechnic University, near the Manhattan 
Bridge (at the opposite end of the borough from Keyspan 
Park). 

Because the players arrive at the stadium in the early- 
to-mid afternoon, they’re left with very little time to roam 
around what Borough President Markowitz humbly calls 
“the greatest city in the world.” 

Even when our Brooklyn baseball heroes have had the 
time, they’ve preferred to visit Manhattan. OK, so maybe 
“the city” has Times Square, Central Park, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, the Empire State Building, the Chrysler Budding and 
the ESPN Zone, but is it too much to ask that the Cy- 
clones show some support for the borough whose name is 
slapped across their chests? 

And when the players do hang out in Brooklyn, they’re 
about as adventurous as a finicky 4-year-old, rarely get- 
ting beyond the sweet and greasy taste of a grilled 
Nathan’s hot dog. 

“We only have four off days the whole season, so we 
basically just stick to what we know, and Nathan’s is real 
close,” said back-up catcher Teddy Dziuba. 

Yeah, it’s pretty close all right, just two blocks from the 
ballpark and even visible from the field. Reliever Grady 
Hinchman has been to Nathan’s twice, just to be able to 
say that he went there. 

(That explains the first trip. The second visit, he said, 
stemmed from how much his stomach enjoyed the first 

B UT MAYBE IT’S TIME FOR THE BOYS OF 
Brooklyn to get out and experience more of the 
borough than just Polytech, Keyspan and Nathan’s. 
For that, your humble columnist — a Brooklyn native 
— is offering a list of the top 10 places every Cyclone 
must go: 

10. 55 Washington St. in DUMBO. which just hap- 
pens to be the location of our offices. 

Seriously, it’ll make our jobs a lot easier. 

9. Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

Fans come to Keyspan Park to watch Brooklyn’s bud- 
ding stars. In return, the stars should go to the garden to 
see some of Brooklyn’s budding flowers. 

8. Brooklyn Brewery 

Even though the Cyclones are surging, every baseball 
player knows that there will always be tough losses that 
need relief. The Williamsburg brewery is the perfect place 
to mourn a loss (or, then again, celebrate a championship). 

We apologize to Jose De La Torre, Jeremy Hambrice, 
Todd Privett, Jake Ruckle and Jonathan Sanchez, who are 
old enough to be pro ballplayers, but not old enough to 
have a beer. 

7. New York City Transit Museum 

From the outside, this underground lair on Boerum 
Place may look like just another way to catch the train to 
the ballpark, but don’t be fooled. It’s the perfect place to 
learn about the elaborate transportation system that gets 
most of your fans to the stadium. 

6. Junior's Restaurant 

Everyone raves about the cheesecake, but the smart 
money is spent on those brisket sandwiches served on the 
twin onion rolls. If teammates rely on you for your speed 
and agility, maybe you should look elsewhere. 

5. Borough Hall 

It may not be the White House or even the state Capi- 
tol, but before Brooklyn made the Great Mistake of 1898 
(the infamous merger with New- York), this was the City 
Hall for the country’s third-largest city. 

4. Atlantic Center Mall 

If you need to get a New York State ID, new cleats, a 
box of Wheaties, or a plasma flat-screen TV, take any 
train to the Atlantic Center and get it all done in one day. 
Really, any train. Enter only on the Atlantic Avenue side, 
as developer Bruce Ratner didn’t bother to put doors, or 
even windows, on the side where the less-fortunate people 

3. The Brooklyn Heights Promenade 

Want to find out who has the strongest arm on the ball 
club? Let’s see who can throw a baseball from the prome- 
nade, over the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway into the East 
River. Make some money on the side: It can’t be done. 

2. Astroland's Cyclone 

The Cyclones’ season has been quite a roller-coaster 
ride, opening with an 0-7 start, yet now in first place 
ahead of the hated Staten Island Yankees. So before things 
go south again, it might be a good idea to check out the 
other roller-coaster just down the Boardwalk. 

1 . Prospect Park 

There’s simply not a nicer place in all of Brooklyn. 
From playgrounds to barbecues, to free concerts to roads 
covered in horse poop, Prospect Park is every Brook- 
lynite’s backyard. 

Of course, you can travel from one end of the borough 
to the other, but after a hard win over the Batavia Muck- 
dogs, nothing beats a Nathan’s frank. 



The 

Greer 

report 


With the Cy- 
clones end- 
ing the first 
half of the sea- 
son with the best 
record in the New York- 
Penn League, manager 
George Greer can breath a 
bit easier. Sure, Brooklyn's elephantine fans recall the 
team's 0-7 start, including a humbling, 18-0 loss to the 
Staten Island Yankees, but a quick check of The Brooklyn 
Papers' legendary "Greer-ometer" shows that the skip- 
per's tenure is as safe as its ever been. Still, this needle can 
dance if the Cyclones don't win it all this year. 



A Cyclone worthy of A-rod 


As team surges, one batter suffers a power failure 


for The Brooklyn Papers 

One of the only holes in 
the Cyclones lineup dur- 
ing the team’s recent surge 
to first place has been 
Jonathan Sanchez. 

The right fielder’s batting 
average has dipped below .200 
even as his teammates are ex- 
periencing a power surge. 

Yankee fans may think A- 
Rod is un-clutch, but they 
should count their blessings 
that Sanchez isn’t wearing 
pinstripes. 

Despite his .198 average, 
Sanchez appears in the lineup 
almost every day, and has usu- 
ally found a way to strike out 
with a runner in scoring posi- 
tion or overthrow the cutoff 
man with his cannon arm each 

Sanchez’s failures are 
something of a surprise to the 
Mets organization, consider- 
ing he batted .249 with 9 HRs 
and 25 RBIs for Class A 
Hagerstown earlier this year. 

“He’s just a young player 
right now still struggling to fig- 
ure out how to translate his ear- 
ly work and adjustments into a 
game,” said Cyclones hitting 
coach Scott Hunter. “He’s a 
very confident kid, but it’s easy 



s 


to start stmggling in games and 
[have it] get into your head a lit- 
tle bit. Right now we’re ap- 
proaching the more mental as- 
pect of the game than physical.” 

Even the 21 -year-old non- 
drafted free agent doesn’t know 
what’s going on. 

“I feel like I don’t want to 
hit,” he said when asked about 
his confidence in big situations. 

At least that matches the 
way Cyclones fans feel. They 
don’t want him up there either. 

— Nick Pauly 

Old-timers’ day 

Attention all 80-year-olds: 
Your reward for longevity is 
finally here. 

In tribute to the Cyclones’ 
record-setting 26-inning game 
last month, the team is giving 
everyone bom in 1926 a free 
ticket to the home game on 
Saturday, Aug. 26. 

Relax, granddad, it’s a 



The Cyclones donned the "azzuri" of Italy's tri- 
umphant World Cup team at this year's Italian Night 
on Saturday, Aug. 12. Here, Jake Eisti models the 
alternative uniform, complete with Italian flag and 
red, white and green Cyclones logo on the cap. 


bleacher seat. 

Still, the old-timer-filled 
bleachers are just one part of 
the bizarre “tribute to all 
things 26,” as the Cyclones 
press office put it: 

• For the first 26 minutes af- 
ter gates open, hot dogs will 
cost just 26 cents. 

• There will be 26 give- 
aways, including one for a 26- 
inch TV and another for 26 
gallons of gasoline. 

• A $26,000 prize drawing. 

Now if the Cyclones could 

score 26 mns, that would be 
something. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 

Clones stars 

Six Cyclones — plus the 
team’s entire coaching staff — 
were named New York-Penn 
League All-Stars last week. 

Catcher Jason Jacobs, left- 
fielder Dustin Marlin, shortstop 
Luis Rivera and pitchers Eric 
Brown, Jeremy Mizell and Jake 
Ruckle were all honored with a 
trip to Aberdeen, Maryland, for 
the Aug. 16 game (too late for 
this week’s issue). 

Cyclones manager George 
Greer was named skipper of the 
National League squad by dint 
of the Cyclones’ league-leading 

“It’s wonderful,” said Greer. 


“To represent the Mets and 
Brooklyn at the All-Star Game 
is an honor I’ll cherish forever.” 

Greer’s players said the 
game was a welcome break 
from the grind of the season 
and a time to reflect on their 
successful first halves. 

“It’s an accomplishment 
and one of the goals I wanted 
to do,” said Ruckle, who has a 
4-1 record with a 2.64 ERA. 

Brown, who also has four 
wins, plus a stingy 1.51 ERA, 
added: “It’s a pretty big honor. 
It’s good for me and my confi- 

For Rivera, being named an 
all-star is sweet vindication. Af- 
ter all, he was dropped from the 
Cubs farm system last year. 

“I wasn’t playing every- 
day,” said Rivera, who sports a 
healthy .295 batting average in 
49 games with the Clones. “I 
had 24 at-bats and they re- 
leased me, with no reason. The 
Mets gave me an opportunity.” 

Jacobs also said it was a 
“great honor” to be named to 
the team, but said he had other 
reasons for enjoying the trip to 
Maryland. 

“My girlfriend is going 
make the trip with us,” he said 

— Lucky Ngamwajasat 


Brooks sit in first 



Cyclones starter Jake Ruckle fires a strike during the 
team's Saturday night victory over the Batavia Muckdogs. 


-Star break 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Cyclones 4 
Spinners 1 

Aug. 10, at Lowell 

Freshly minted all-star pitch- 
er Eric Brown allowed just one 
run on five hits in 7-2/3 innings, 
and stmck out six. Reliever 
German Marte was perfect for 
the remainder of the game, 
earning his second save. 

Jonathan “Country Boy” 
Schemmel (4-5, 1 RBI) led the 
Brooklyn offense. Jeremy 
Hambrice had two hits of his 
own, and also drove in a run. 
Jason Jacobs, also named to the 
All-Star team earlier in the day, 
also drove in a run. 
Cyclones 5 
Spinners O 
Aug. 11, at Lowell 

Tobi Stoner’s two-hit, seven- 
inning gem set the pace as 
Brooklyn pitchers posted their 
league-leading ninth shutout of 
the year. 

Stoner (5-1) stmck out six 
and walked no one, lowering 
his ERA to 2.44. Jeremy Mizell 
(0.38 ERA on the season) and 
David Koons (one inning 
apiece) preserved the shutout. 

The Brooklyn barrage started 
in the first inning, thanks to 
RBIs from Ivan Naccarata and 
Jonathan Sanchez. Another run 
scored in the third, thanks to an- 


other Sanchez RBI. Jason Ja- 
cobs knocked in a run in the 

The Cyclones scored their fi- 
nal run in the sixth inning on an 
RBI by team-leading hitter 
Dustin Martin, who was 3-4 on 


Cyclones 6 
Muckdogs 5 

Aug. 12, at Keyspan Park 
All-star Jake Ruckle was not 
at his sharpest, but benefited 


at All 


from some early run support in 
the form of back-to-back RBI 
doubles from Ivan Naccarata 
and Jason Jacobs that put 
Brooklyn ahead 2-0. 

After giving up three mns in 
the second, the Brooks regained 
the lead in the bottom of the 
fourth on a Jake Eigsti RBI 
groundout and a Tim Grogan 
sac fly. 

Batavia took the lead back, 
but the Cyclones returned the 
favor with two mns in the bot- 
tom of the sixth. Grogan got an 
RBI on a another groundout, 
and Luis Rivera got the game- 
winner on a two-out RBI single. 

Reliever Jonathan Castillo 
got the win, his third. German 
Marte got his third save of the 
year with a scoreless ninth. 
Muckdogs 6 
Cyclones 1 
Aug. 13, at Keyspan Park 
Even a great team like the 
Cyclones can be halted by a hot 
pitcher. The Brooklyn bats were 
quiet pretty much all night, un- 
til Jason Jacobs broke up the 
shutout with an eighth-inning 
RBI groundout. 

Todd Privett (1-1) took the 
loss. 

Muckdogs 7 
Cyclones 3 

Aug. 14, at Keyspan Park 
Brooklyn scored all its runs 
in the third, thanks to a 
Jonathan Schemmel double, 


followed by sac flies from 
Dustin Martin and Jonathan 
Sanchez. 

But starter Nelson Portillo 
(3-3, 3.30 ERA) couldn’t hold 
it, giving up four in the sixth 
inning to give Batavia the rub- 
ber game of the series. 


The loss sent the Brooks 
into the All-Star break with a 
league-leading 32-22 record. 

American 4 
National 1 

All-Star game Aug. 16, 
at Aberdeen 




good times 



rH t crciokES PUSH FOR THE PIAYO FFSf 


718.507.TIXX* 

BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM* 
KTg^MRK' Shea Stadium 


Call 718.449.8497 

about Group Tickets! 


Visit BROOKLYNCYCLONES.COM for a schedule and up-to-date promotional calendar. 
Promotional items and dates subject to change. 

*A non-refundable service charge will be applied to all internet and phone orders. 



UPCOMING GAMES & PROMOTIONS 


vs. STATEN ISLAND YANKEES @ 7PM 

HAWAIIAN LU'AU NIGHT presented by CIRCUIT CITY 

Special Appearance by Former New York Met SID FERNANDEZ 

vs. HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES @ 7PM 

Come see the wacky antics of REGGY THE MASCOT presented by BUDWEISER 

vs. ABERDEEN IRONBIRDS @ 7PM 
Game presented by NEW YORK LOTTERY 

vs. ABERDEEN IRONBIRDS @ 7PM - POST GAME FIREWORKS 
Game presented by BANK OF AMERICA 

vs. HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES @ 6PM 
Game presented by ARMY 
26-INNING GAME CELEBRATION 

vs. STATEN ISLAND YANKEES @ 7PM 

NOTEBOOKS to the FIRST 2,500 FANS presented by STAPLES 
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For the Brooklyn Museum, change is good 


Brooklyn Museum Exhibition Ideal 

As explained by Museum Director Arnold Lehman 


RELATES TO 
THE MUSEUM'S 
COLLECTION 


RELATES TO 
BROOKLYN 
COMMUNITY 



RELATES TO 
INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY 


Reproduction of sketch drawn by Lehman for The Brooklyn Papers. 


Continued from page 1 
into a “collections division” of 15 curators 
(and their staffs), helmed by Stayton, and 
an “exhibitions division” of three curators 
(and their staffs), plus education and de- 
sign personnel, helmed by Desmarais. 

Canning the century-old system of mu- 
seum departments (such as Egyptian, 
Asian, American, and others) in exchange 
for lumping all curators into one of two 
divisions may sound like a huge change, 
but it’s actually not, Lehman said. 

“The collections curators are going to 
be doing 99.9 percent of what they’ve 
been doing right along,” he said. “We’re 
not creating mega-departments . . . This 
will bring people together so that they 
have a chance to have discussion and dia- 
logue with one another.” 

Three-prong approach 

Lehman said the reorganization is in- 
tended to offer much-needed support to 
the overburdened curators, whose num- 
bers have dwindled from 24 nine years 
ago to just 18 because of a hiring freeze. 

The director said the new divisions 
would complement his three-prong ap- 
proach to staging shows — which he ea- 
gerly scrawled out on a reporter’s note- 
book [see illustration at right]. 

“The ideal is to do exhibitions that re- 
late to our collections, serve our [Brook- 
lyn] community and have an international 
appeal,” said Lehman. “And if we can’t 
get that all the time, we’d like to be able 
to get at least two of these happening.” 

Contemporary art curator Charlotta 
Kotik has been assigned to the collections 
division. Kotik, who has worked at the mu- 
seum since 1983, told me she’s optimistic 
about the players in her “group,” which in- 
cludes feminist art and photography. 

‘Tn the case of contemporary art, it’s logi- 
cal to bring together curators with collec- 
tions that include photography, works on pa- 


per, painting and sculpture because contem- 
porary art is about concepts and ideas, which 
are global,” she said. 

Lehman believes that the previous de- 
partment system created exhibitions in 
which everything was seen in a “vacuum” 
rather than instilling an understanding that 


“we’re on one globe together.” 

“Just look at one example: the whole 
idea of the Silk Road, which goes from 
China to Italy,” Lehman said. “And if you 
talk about how works of art move back 
and forth . . . you’re talking about these in- 
credible changes in cultural identity and 


cultural perception. There is this incredi- 
ble transfer of ideas that isn’t just happen- 
ing today because of e-mail. It happened 
1,000 years ago because of camels. That’s 
a long description of what we think could 
happen if curators start talking to one an- 
other about their fields.” 

Kotik was slighdy less confident about 
the restructuring, saying that although she 
was “not an expert” in their fields, curators 
in the curatorial division subgroup that in- 
cludes Islamic, Egyptian, Asian and African 
art might find they have less in common be- 
cause “African art and Asian art feels very 
far away from each other, but maybe they 
have tangential planes in common.” 

Ultimately, she sees the success of the 
restructuring as being vulnerable to the 
vagaries of human nature. 

“Only time will say if [the reorganiza- 
tion] was well thought out [but] if we ap- 
proach it positively and with an open 
mind, that’s good. If we’re negative, of 
course it’s not going to work.” 

Infusions of cash 

Kotik curated the current temporary ex- 
hibit “Graffiti,” which is an assemblage of 
works on canvas — and a subway door 
— culled from the Brooklyn Museum’s 
own collection. 

While graffiti isn’t a novelty to Brook- 
lynites, the center aisle of the show, which 
encourages museum visitors to participate 
by leaving their own tag on a “communi- 
ty mural,” is indicative of the “outside- 
the-box” approach that the museum’s ex- 
hibitions division was created to foster. 

Beyond sparking creativity, the reor- 
ganization could help the museum’s bot- 
tom line. The new exhibitions division 
will expedite shows so that there is a con- 
stant flow of new attractions and visitors, 
rather than the intermittent spikes in atten- 
dance that the museum has typically ex- 
perienced whenever a big new show is 


put on display, Lehman said. 

Such a process could even help the mu- 
seum make some money off its vast col- 
lection while gamering global attention. 

“It’s very important for us to be able to 
circulate [Brooklyn Museum] exhibitions 
all over the United States, and all over the 
world, because that generates revenues 
for the museum that we can put back into 
our operations,” Lehman said. 

A better system 

Although this reorganization was “news” 
to many museum-o-philes, Lehman said 
changes were a decade in the making and 
the new divisions were only created after 
numerous meetings, open forums, and even 
a staff retreat. 

“This has not been an overnight deci- 
sion,” he explained. “We have been hav- 
ing conversations with all of the curators, 
and indeed all of the senior people of the 
museum, for probably seven to eight 
months now.” 

While colleagues not affiliated with the 
museum have publicly voiced concerns 
about exchanging the tried-and-hue depart- 
ments system — which dates back a centu- 
ry — with a collections division and exhi- 
bitions division, Lehman insists that these 
changes were made to help the museum 
“do better” with its scarce resources. 

“We have an enormous number of in- 
credibly smart people here,” said 
Lehman. “But we also had a structure that 
works lots of places and maybe it doesn’t 
work other places. Someone could say 
‘But that’s the structure everyone has, so 
why do you have to change it?’ Because it 
wasn’t working for us as well as it could.” 

Critics have derided the Brooklyn Mu- 
seum for showing memorabilia-driven ex- 
hibitions such as the Smithsonian’s “Stars 
Wars” exhibit of models, costumes and 
drawings in 2002, or the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame and Museum’s “Hip-Hop 


Nation” (2000) in its earnest attempts to 
stage more accessible shows. But Lehman 
counters that one of the goals in green- 
lighting the reorganization is to create 
more exhibitions culled from the muse- 
um’s own rich collection — second in 
size only to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art — that can be just as engaging and 
even more academically meaty. 

Encouraging curators with expertise in 
disparate fields to interact and to fully use 
the museum’s one-million-item collection, 
will allow the institution to offer a more- 
complete version of art history, Lehman 
said, pointing to the long-term installation, 
“American Identities,” as a cutting-edge 
example when it opened after 9-11. 

“ ‘American Identities’ is the first time 
that I knew of in an American museum 
[that mixed] painting, sculpture and decora- 
tive arts as well as Native American art, 
Spanish Colonial, South American and the 
influences of the Dutch, and on and on — 
to show that this is not one storyline, this is 
multiple storylines that work together to 
create real history,” said Lehman, crediting 
the museum’s collaborating curators. “If 
you go to any other museum, I defy you to 
have that complicated picture . . . portrayed 
in the galleries.” 

“Too often in museums, it’s one per- 
son’s perception of the history — the way 
the gallery looks, the way all the labels 
are written — and that’s what you take 
away as a visitor.” 

With the reorganization under way, mu- 
seum officials and the public will have to 
wait and see if the curators thrive in their de- 
partment-less spheres, brainstorm with their 
colleagues and create more academically 
and artistically rich exhibits that will appeal 
to more visitors than ever before. 

I’m looking forward to seeing more of 
the Brooklyn Museum’s treasures taken 
out of storage, put on display and appreci- 
ated by all of Brooklyn and the world. 


MUSEUM SHUFFLE... 


Continued from page 1 
museum purists questioned 
the artistic value of a show 
that could just as easily have 
been hosted by the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. 

That’s no surprise, given 
that the hip-hop exhibit was 
co-curated by rap writer 
Kevin Powell, not one of the 
museum’s venerable art ex- 

Critics say such shows 
make it clear that the museum 
is sacrificing its long history 
of scholarship in favor of a 
longer admissions line. 

George Goldner, the Metro- 



A museum-goer leaves her 
"tag" at the graffiti show. 


politan Museum of Art’s 
chairman of drawings and 
prints, famously told the New 
York Times that the curator 
shakeup would result in more 
shows being about “razzma- 
tazz” instead of art. 

“The kind of work [cura- 
tors] do calls for specializa- 
tion, and when people inter- 
mingle these things it shows a 
lack of respect for the curator- 
ial role,” he told the paper. 

“Do you want to go to a 
hospital that merges the cardi- 
ology department with ears, 
nose and throat? I wouldn’t.” 

The museum called such 



Charlotta Kotik, a curator at the Brooklyn Museum, in front of piece called "The Green 
Thangs Sparkle." 



The Brooklyn Museum's permanent "American Identities" exhibit mixes genres, styles, periods and types of American art. 


criticism baseless — but popu- 
larity is a stated goal of the insti- 
tution’s director, Arnold 
Lehman. 

Lehman first saw the plus 
side of controversy with the 
1999 show, “Sensation,” 
which garnered national atten- 
tion — and more than 175,000 
visitors — for displaying art- 


work that included the severed 
carcasses of barnyard animals 
and that famous Virgin. 

Since “Sensation,” the mu- 
seum has pursued the art of 
flipping the turnstiles, but left 
some fine art fans feeling let 
down. 

“The ‘Star Wars’ exhibit felt 
like something you’d see at 


Planet Hollywood, not an art 
museum,” Miles Turner, a col- 
lege student who lives in Park 
Slope, said while leaving the 
museum recently. 

In addition to its more main- 
stream exhibits, the museum 
— home to one of the world’s 
best collections of ancient 
Egyptian art — has also 


worked to make itself seen as a 
hip destination through pro- 
gramming like First Saturdays, 
a monthly event that offers free 
entertainment and a cash bar. 

“Popular shows are fine if 
they’re on a good topic like 
graffiti,” added Paul Richards, 
a Brooklyn Heights resident. 
‘It’s only when you see things 


that are trying to be controver- 
sial that you wonder who put 
together this thing.” 

The next news-making ex- 
hibit at the Brooklyn Museum 
is sure to be its commemora- 
tion of the five-year anniver- 
sary of 9-11. 

The turnstiles are sure to 
spin, but will it be for art? 



Brooklyn Do? House 

1 J daycare S boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

/ *"' N n 7am-l0pm weekdays, Qam-iOpm weekends 




• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 


• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

■ multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

]Tj DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



QUESTAR ENTERPRISES LLC, Articles of Org. filed N.Y. 
Sec. of State (SSNY) 27th day of February, 2006. Office 
in Kings Co. SSNY desig. agt. upon whom process may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of process to 86 Carlton 
Avenue, Suite 2B, Brooklyn, New York 11205. Reg. Agt. 
upon whom process may be served: Spiegel & Utrera, 
P.A., P.C. 45 John Street, NYC 10038, 1 (800) 576-1100. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
PS26-31 



Men's & Women's Haircut . . $13.99 + up 
Full foil Highlights $59.99 + up 

(including toning, Wed-Sat Only) 

Wash & Blow $20.00 + up 

Manicure & Pedicure $22.99 

(Wed-Sat Only) 

Single Process Color $25.00 + up 

Kids Haircuts $12.99 + up 

Senior Haircuts $13.00 + up 

Eye, Lip or Chin Wax $5.00 

FREE MASSAGE WITH ANY SERVICE • FULL BODY WAXING 

Remy's Hair Salon 

41 8 8th St. (betw. 7th & 8th Aves.) • (71 8) 788-6400 

Open: Mon-Fri, 9am -8pm; Sat & Sun, 9:30am -7:30pm 
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entral for 
Families 


Arts & Crafts 
Store & Studio 

• Arts & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 

171 Fifth Avenue (bet. Lincoln Si Berkeley] in Park Slope 
www.theartfulplace.com • 1718) 399-8199 


This Week’s Workshops 

Oil Painting Miniatures for Adults Tue, 8/22 
Painting for Kids Wed, 8/23 

Silk Screening fnr Adults Wed, 8/23 

Siluer Art Clay fnr Teens & Adults Fri,B/25 
Siluer Art Clay for Adults Sat, 8/26 
(Pre-registration required) 



WHAT'S COOKING? 


At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

• Afterschool classes 

• Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 6-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 



www.kidscookbrooklyn.corr 

cook! 



Sleep under the tturs every night. . in your own bedroom! 
■ Visit website & receive. 20% off an orignal 
StarScapes' 1 ’ ceiling with this ad * 

www.itorscapestx.com/NYC 


Call Toll Free 1(866) 829-7504 j 


StarScapeS 


Smartmom a big 
mouth to little sis 


L ast week, diaper divas red- 

haired daughter. Ducky, celebrated 
her second birthday and her very first 
birthday in the United States. 

Bom in Russia, she spent the first year of her 
life in an orphanage. During the mandated wait- 
ing period before the adoption became legal, 
she celebrated her first birthday with Diaper 
Diva and Bro-in-Law sitting on small chairs in 


Leave it to Diaper 
Diva, she tracked down 
party hats, balloons, 
streamers, and a birth- 
day cake in Perm, 
Russia (motto: “The 
Gateway to Siberia!”), 
so they could have a 
little party for Ducky 


SMART 

mom | 

1 ^ 

A 

By Louise Crawford 


Ducky’s caregivers at the 
orphanage said that no parents 
had ever thrown a birthday 
party there before. They made 
tea, set the table, and enjoyed 
the birthday cake along with 
Ducky and her new family. 

What a difference a year 

Ducky (right) is a Brooklyn 
girl now. And Diaper Diva is a 
seasoned mom. With Smart- 
mom’s help, they have both as- 
similated to baby life in the 
Slope. Ducky gets around in a Maclaren stroller; 
wears a chic T-shirt that says, “My other stroller is 
a Bugaboo”; goes to Music Together classes, as 
well as swimming and tumbling at Eastern Athlet- 
ic; and eats low-fat com muffins at ConnMufiCo. 

And she had a big Park Slope-style birthday 
party last week. Not only was it Ducky’s first 
Brooklyn birthday, it was also the kid’s first birth- 
day party organized by Diaper Diva (although 
she’s always been a big help to Smartmom). 

Tme to form, she had the event planned to a “T.” 
Smartmom was full of advice, but Diaper Diva 
seemed to know what to do all by herself: the invi- 
tations went out weeks earlier; she’d purchased all 
the necessary Elmo party regalia; she hired 
Ducky’s Music Together teacher to entertain. 

Still, Smartmom, wanting to make sure Diaper 
Diva did everything just right, accompanied her to 
Little Things for the all-important goody bags. 

While shopping, Smartmom was full of sage 
party wisdom: You don’t want balloons in as- 
sorted colors (the kids will fight over the pink 
ones); you invited too many kids (tout le monde 
knows that you only invite as many kids as your 
child’s age, plus one); remember to serve the 
cake at the very end of the party (so the kids are 
home before the sugar msh starts). 



Then this kernel of wisdom: give them out just 
as the kids are leaving (it avoids fights). Mr. Little 
Things was obviously listening in. 

“You sound like a pro,” he said with a smile. 
Diaper Diva was less charitable, joking, “I guess 
they don’t call you ‘Smartmom’ for nothing.” 

OK, so maybe Diaper Diva was sick and tired 
of Smartmom’s wisdom. But in the first few 
months of Momdom, she found it quite helpful. 
“But now, it’s just so annoying so stop it.” Di- 
aper Diva said. 

Maybe it was a good 
thing that Smartmom 
would be out of town 
for the actual event (the 
once-a-year vacation). 
That way, Diaper Diva 
could do this birthday 
ALL BY HERSELF! 
But for Smartmom, 
it would be hard to be 3,000 
miles away, not because she 
wanted to smother her sister, but 
because it didn’t feel right to 
miss even one of Ducky’s mile- 

On birthday, Smartmom and 
the Oh So Feisty One called 
^ Brooklyn and sang “Happy 
Birthday to You” into the phone 
three times. Then they listened 
3 to Ducky playing in the living 
PJ room and Diaper Diva setting 
up for the party. 

S MARTMOM AND OSFO WERE swim- 
ming in the pool during the time of the 
party. “The guests are arriving now,” 
Smartmom narrated. And later: “They’re proba- 
bly eating the cupcakes now.” She had to stop 
herself from calling Diaper Diva during the par- 
ty. That would be really annoying, wouldn’t it? 

That evening Smartmom called her sister in 
Park Slope to get the full post-mortem. 

From all reports it was a great party. Ducky 
was a little cautious at first when the kids came 
in. She was very dingy and sat on Diaper Diva’s 
lap for much of the party. There were a few last- 
minute cancellations, so Smartmom’s sister ended 
up with too many gorgeously decorated cupcakes, 
extra party bags, and multi-colored balloons. 

“Did you ever miss one of our parties?” 
Smartmom asked Diaper Diva on the phone. 
“Maybe one or two.” 

That made Smartmom feel better. Smartmom 
asked her to freeze four cupcakes for the family. 
As soon as they get off the redeye next week, 
their first stop will be Diaper Diva’s for a belat- 
ed birthday breakfast. Cupcakes and all. 

And Smartmom promised herself she would 
offer absolutely no advice. 



Jluggs sd™i, 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 



“You learn a lot . . . there are nice teachers, 
nice students, great prizes . . . you actually 
learn stuff.” 

- Benjamin, 2006 C-Bay student 


C-BAY Hebrew School 

for kids ages 5-13 

OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, August 20, 10-11 :30am 

Congregation B'nai Avraham - C-Bay Hebrew School 
117 Remsen Street (bet. Clinton & Henry) Bklyn Hts. 


Take this opportunity to meet some of the faculty, learn about the 
curriculum and more about the school in general. Enroll your child for the 2006- 
07 Hebrew School Year. 

Kids learn about: Jewish traditions, Hebrew language, religious observance, 
Jewish holidays, foods, customs, games & fun! 


For more information, please call (718) 596-4840 ext 
We look forward to meeting you. 

Rabbi Mordechai Z. Hecht, Principal • www.bnaiavraham.com 
School: (718) 596-4840 ext. 40 • Mobile: (425) 269-9267 
principal@bnaiavrahambrooklynheights.com 



Hillary flips on 
a-park-ments 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Papers 

That didn’t take long. 

Sen. Hillary Clinton back- 
tracked on last week’s head- 
line-generating opposition to a 
controversial state plan for a 
condo-and-open space devel- 
opment on the Brooklyn wa- 
terfront. 

As reported by The Brook- 
lyn Papers, Clinton condemned 
aspects of the so-called Brook- 
lyn Bridge Park at a Sunset 
Park campaign stop on Aug. 9. 
Her comments were also re- 
ported in the Daily News. 

The current plan requires the 
1.3-mile-long waterfront devel- 
opment linking DUMBO and 
Brooklyn Heights to be self- 
sustaining. Its upkeep would be 
paid for through maintenance 
fees on the private luxury hous- 
ing within the project. 

Last week, Clinton ques- 
tioned that scheme, saying, “If 
parks had to be self-sustain- 
ing, would anyone have ever 
built a park?” 

The state’s junior senator 
also called the plan “disingenu- 
ous,” adding, “It’s not luxury 
housing we need. We absolute- 
ly need affordable housing.” 

But this Wednesday, Clinton 
sent a painstakingly nuanced 
letter to the Brooklyn Bridge 
Development Corporation — 


The Brooklyn Paper 


HILLARY RIPS PARK’ CONDOS 

Calls luxury homes on waterfront 'disingenuous' 



iSS 

How The Brooklyn Papers covered the story last week. 


the state agency overseeing the 
project — suddenly expressing 
support for the self-sustainabil- 
ity requirement. 

“Although I believe public 
revenues should support public 
assets . . . like parks and their 
maintenance, I understand that 


Now enrolling for September, 2006 



JEWISH PRESCHOOL 


Warm, loving, experienced care for babies, 
toddlers and young children up to 5 years. 

2 mare slats left far our 3 & 4 yr old classes 


In the heart of Brooklyn Heights - Close to all transportation 
Call Shternie Raskin for a tour: (718) 596-4840 x25 
117 Remsen Street (between Clinton & Henry Sts) 
Open 8am to 6pm, Monday - Friday 


cities across the nation, includ- 
ing New York, have had to 
struggle to find dedicated rev- 
enue sources to fund park 
maintenance,” wrote Clinton. 

Going further, Clinton also 
took at face value a state con- 
tention that the amount of lux- 
ury housing could decrease if 
revenue from it exceeds cur- 
rent projections — a prospect 
that some opponents of the 
state plan believe is laughable. 

“I was joking about how 
long it would take all of the 
Brooklyn elected officials to 
get to Hillary [to make her 
change her position] — I was 
guessing it would be less than 
10 days,” said Roy Sloane, a 
Cobble Hill community leader 
who was involved in an earli- 
er park design, but opposes 
the current plan. 

“I think every mayor and 
governor across America will 
look at this project and say, 
‘Look, all we have to do is 
add a couple of luxury apart- 
ments, and we can get parks 
off our tax rolls,”’ added 
Sloane. 



APPLY NOW 

THRU END OF AUGUST 

Degrees in: 

• NURSING & HEALTH FIELDS 

• CULINARY • ARCHITECTURE 

• ENGINEERING 

NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 
300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
877.NYC.TECH • www.cityteoh.cuny.edu 

Call: 718.260.5500 nrTVTqEHir, 



Brooklyn Children’s “ZSZIZSZT" 1 

Academy Pre-Scnool Free service for 4-year-olds 

“Providing quality preschool education and childcare” 

Register Now For 2006-2007 School Year 


Children of all Ethnic & 

2 through 5 year olds 

Cultural Backgrounds Welcome 

Full and Part lime Programs 


Year Round Childcare 


Extended Hours for Working Parents 


Certified Teachers in Early Childhood Education 

■ 

Storytelling, Computers, Free Play 

■ ~ 122 Pierrepont Street 

at C |j nton st 

Music & Movement, Dramatic Play, Arts & Crafts 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
718-403-9516 

Full Licensed and Registered 

www.brooklynchildren.org 
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Health. Mind & Body 


New OB/GYN head at NY Methodist 


New York Methodist Hospital 

Vincent Pillari, MD, was 
recently named chairman 
of the Department of Ob- 
stetrics and Gynecology at 
New York Methodist Hos- 
pital in Park Slope. 

Dr. Pillari joins the hospital 
after serving as residency pro- 
gram director and chairman of 
the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology at St. Vincent 
Catholic Medical Center of 
New York, Staten Island Divi- 

Bom and raised in Astoria, 
Queens, Pillari credits friends 
of the family as the driving 
force behind his decision to 
enter into medicine. 

“I listened to them talk 
about what it was like to be a 
doctor and their passion 
rubbed off on me,” he said. 

Pillari finds the opportunity 
to make a patient’s life more 
comfortable one of the best 
aspects of his profession. The 
other: “Being a part of one of 
the greatest joys in a woman’s 
life — giving birth,” said Pil- 
lari, who has three children of 
his own. 

Pillari graduated from the 
Loyola University School of 
Medicine and completed his 
residency at the State Univer- 
sity of New York Upstate 
Medical Center. 

“As a student, I rotated 
through the various depart- 


ments and felt that obstetrics 
and gynecology was a unique 
field because it encompassed 
many different areas of medi- 
cine,” he said. 

“I believe that my past ex- 
perience and knowledge will 
help me to support and further 
strengthen the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
NYM,” said Pillari. 

One of his goals is to work 
closely with the chief of urog- 


ynecology, Marisa Mastropi- 
etro, MD, and other specialists 
at NYM, to offer new services 
such as pelvic reconstruction. 

“I have found the new mini- 
mally invasive procedures to 
be very successful as a treat- 
ment option for women suffer- 
ing from pelvic disorders such 
as incontinence,” he said. 

Prior to gaining experience 
at various local hospitals in- 
cluding Maimonides Medical 


Center in Borough Park and 
Coney Island Hospital, Pillari 
was chief of obstetrics and gy- 
necology and a Lieutenant 
Commander at the Patuxent 
River Naval Air Base in Mary- 

He is a fellow of the Ameri- 
can College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists and a mem- 
ber of numerous medical or- 
ganizations including the As- 
sociation of Professors of 


Gynecology and Obstetrics 
and the Medical Society of the 
State of New York. He holds 
the position of professor of 
clinical obstetrics and gynecol- 
ogy at the New York Medical 
College in Valhalla, New York. 

“Dr. Pillari is known to be 
an outstanding teacher and cli- 
nician,” said Stanley Sherbell, 
MD, executive vice president 
for medical affairs at NYM. 
“He has a wonderful reputa- 


tion with both nursing and 
physician staff members and 
we are excited to have him 
join the hospital.” 

New York Methodist Hospi- 
tal is a voluntary, acute-care 
teaching facility houses 612 
inpatient beds (including 
bassinets) and provides servic- 
es to 30,000 inpatients each 
year. An additional 350,000 
outpatient visits and services 
are logged annually. 


NYM Women's health program offers relief 


w York Methodist Hospital 


Loss of bladder or bowel control — 
otherwise known as incontinence, a 
condition of pelvic floor dysfunc- 
tion — occurs in women of all ages 
and affects one in 10 women over the 
age of 65. 


Between 30 and 65 percent of all 
women will be affected by urinary in- 
continence at some times in their lives. 
With effective treatments available, there 
is no reason for any woman to limit her 
lifestyle because of this disorder. 

NYM’s Women’s Health Physical 
Therapy Program offers evaluation and 


treatment for musculoskeletal disorders 
caused by pelvic floor dysfunction 
and/or pregnancy. NYM serves a large 
population of new mothers, some of 
whom suffer pain as a result of pregnan- 
cy-associated pelvic floor dysfunction. 

Among the conditions treated are uri- 
nary incontinence, interstitial cystitis, fe- 


cal incontinence, and constipation. 

For more information about the 
NYM’s Women’s Health Physical 
Therapy Program please call (718) 
369-8055 (a physician’s referral is 
needed for an appointment). For more 
information about the hospital’s urogy- 
necology program call (718) 246-8500. 


Safe Horizons offers help for post-9-U syndrome 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

As the fifth anniversary of 


the 9-11 attack approaches, 
Ground Zero has begun to 
rebuild. But thousands of 
people still can’t do the same. 

The wound of that day and 


its horrific aftermath keeps 
getting reopened before a scab 

“We get calls from new 
clients whenever relevant 
news breaks, such as the recent 
airline plot in the U.K,” said 
Eric Katzman of Safe Horizon, 


a service which offers free 
counseling. 

“There are also many peo- 
ple who quietly suffer and 
don’t realize that what they are 
feeling are normal symptoms 
for someone who was exposed 
to a traumatic event.” 


These symptoms can in- 
clude anger, depression, sleep 
difficulties and social with- 
drawal — and they can lead to 
alcohol and substance abuse. 

“For many New Yorkers, just 
seeing or hearing a low-flying 
airplane, hearing sirens or very 


loud noises can set off reactions 
in them,” explains Katzman. 

The Safe Horizon Counsel- 
ing Center can be reached at 
(347) 328-8110, and the num- 
ber of the Crisis Support Hot- 
line is (800) 621 -HOPE. 

— Rebecca Ballhaus 


DENTISTS 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue 

between Carroll &C Garfield 


Pediatric Dentistry 
Implant Restorations 


Insurance Plans Welcomed 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

maaaa 

789-5700 


DENTISTS 


I Quality Dentistry 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Cosmetic Laminates 


Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 


(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 



Bleaching/ZOOM 2 
Cosmetic Dentistry 
Crowns & Bridges 
Endodontics & Root Canals 
Oral Surgery 


Treatment of Gum Disease 
Fixed & Removable Bridges 
Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 


All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcelain Veneers 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 


Jack Irwin, dds. 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.jackirwindds.com 

Evening Hours Mon-Fri 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Della, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bits. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 


DERMATOLOGY 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 

Hair, Broken Blood Vessels, Wrinkles, 
Spider Veins (face & legs), Age Spots, 
Acne Scars, Stretchmarks 

LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 

Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails s 



27 8th Avenue 


(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street) 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE N 


• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 



COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 


Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 


IMPLANT DENTISTRY ; Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Dise< 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of th 
COMPUTERIZED OF.NTAT. X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 


Emergency Patients ai 


m the sa 


EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


P TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 

Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 




FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) i n ^/ a n Ce 

(718) 622-8020 ^ 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Men's Group 

A safe, open forum to improve 
communication, deepen relationships, 
reduce isolation, and explore what it 
means to be a man today. Led by an 
experienced psychotherapist in the Park 
Slope area. 

For more information, call Gary Singer, 
LCSW at 718.783.1561, 


| SKIN CARE 


www.DermacareUSA.com 

Your Skin, 


Only Better! 

Full-Time On-Site Physicians 
Safe and Dramatis Results 
Advansed Technology 

& 

Brooklyn Heights 

122 Atlantic Ave 


(Between Henry and Clinton) 

8887392725 

Gift Certificates Available. 


Laser Hair Removal Skin / Intense Pulse Light ? 

Laser Wrinkle Reduction Acne Light Treatment (BLU-U®) 

Laser Acne Scar Reduction Restylane® 

Chemical Peels 
Relaxing Facials 

Skin Care Products 


50% OFF;; BOTOX® 
25% OFF ii 1 Per Unit 


; Restylane® ;; 25% 

■ $500 per syringe jj Qpp 


II Expires August 31, 2006. 



ATTORNEYS 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 



30 Years Experience 
Fighting for Women’s Rights 

Rape and assault cases, accidents, 
on the job sexual harassment, 
negligent security, medical malpractice 

Free Consultation 

Jane N. Barrett & Associates 
189 Montague St., Suite 500 Bklyn Hts 
(718) 237-3400 Espanol/Frangais 


FOCUS ...We Can Help! 

Child Support • Custody 


Orders of Protection 

Available FREE: 

Paralegal Assistance - Court Advocacy - Referrals to 
Social Service Agencies - Educational Seminars - Legal 
Clinics - Initial consultation, Refer to Attorney if 
Necessary ■ Newsletters - AND MORE! 

FOCUS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 

Call Monday - Friday, 9am-5pm 

Brooklyn (718) 596-1017 

Nassau (516) 4336633 Suffolk (631) 854-0857 W41 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 


SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE OFFICE CONSULTATION 

Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 


FREE BANKRUPTCY 
CONSULTATION 

(718) COURT-ST 

(718) 268-7878 

Richard A. Klass, Esq. 

16 Court Street 




Wrongful Death 

Sidewalk/Road Defects 
Truck Accidents 


Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 
Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 
188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 
, (718) 858-4250 
"We fight hard for you!" 


CADNET 


Classified 

AD 

NETwork 


ADOPTION |l INCOME OPPTYS 


PREGNANT? Consider ad 
(866) 236-7638. Yic# 123021. 



STOP FORECLOSURE NOW!! Say 


!S OR STATE TAX PROBLEMS? Get 

stant relief. Call Chuck 1 (800) 487- 


!E MEDICAL BENEFITS. 
Kl! (866) 373-5422. 


(800) 344-9636 Ext. 8S 


ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS 

llent Pay! No Experience! TOLL 


EE (866) 844-5091, cc 


(24/7) (800) 961-6315. 


DRIVERS - Need 12 


MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 


ss. (888) 754-2821. 


AIRLINE MECHANIC: Rapid tr 
Call AIM (888) 349-5387. 


NC MOUNTAINS!! Log Cabins E 
acre sites. $1 09, 900-$1 49,900. P 

(828) 256-1004. 


TIMESHARE RESALES. ! 
(800) 640-6886 


(877) 983-6600. 



Full Color Home Improvement 
Classified on pages 1 7 & 1 8 
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REAL ESTATE 


MORTGAGES 


Mortgages made to order. 
That’s Topdot! 

Contact Rebecca, Mortgage Specialist 
Your neighbor for over 30 years! 

800.562.6152 x284 


!'.i|h|i.i| 


AGENTS 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 
•Brooklyn Heights •Carroll Gardens »Park Slope 
•Boreum Hill »Prospect Heights »Fort Greene 

•Cobble Hill »Clinton Hill *Bed-Stuy 

•East Williamsburg/Bushwick. 

Check out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 
80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


IS IT TIME TO SELL? 

I would like to help you make this decision and 
guide you through the process. If you are interested in 
discussing options to sell your home please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Joe Cespuglio 

L H (718) 622-9300 x202 AGUAY© 

j SL (64 f h 5 ?r 567ce " HUEBENER 

J joe@ahrlty.com realty GROUP 

fax (718) 622-9380 


HOUSES - New Jersey 



Go West! Next Stop: 
Maplewood, NJ 

Your Brooklyn neighbors 
are already living here! 




Amy Patemite 

Sales Associate 

Cell: 917-442-5130 


BURQdORflf™ 

' REALTORS " “ ERA 

145 Maplewood Avenue . 
Maplewood, NJ 07040 t=J 


Move to a Suburb " ' 

a Now Yorker can live in 

Maplewood • South Orange • NJ 

• Tree-lined streets 

• Concerts in the park 

• Art galleries and theaters 

• Gourmet restaurants and cafes 

• 29 minutes to NY Penn Station 

Contact the Community Coalition 
for a free tour and information packet 

www.twotowns.org • 1-800-CLOSE BY 



APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bedford-Stuy 


Sunset Park 

Sunny one bedroom apartment in a 

bathroom, plenty of closet space - 
(short walk to Maimonides Hospital). 
Asking $850 per month - no broker. 
Contact James at (718) 853-7664. 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL 

SPACE 


Brooklyn Heights 

Medical exam room(s) to sublet in 
beautifully renovated family medical 
office suite on Montague St. Original 
office design was for multiple doc- 
tors. Therapists and podiatrists also 
welcome. (718) 624-6185. 


Bensonhurst 

li for sale. Established and in bL 
5S over 40 years. Famous for be 
tap to go. Prime location, bloc 
m train station 8c schools. C 
nes. (718)373-2510. 


HOUSES 
FOR SALE 


East Flatbush 

6 family -$695,000. 

All apartments upgraded. 
Caviar Real Estate. 

(718) 855-4874 ER37 

Marine Park 

All brick - private garage. 4 BR, 3 
baths. Rentable basement. Walk to 
schools 8c park. Move in condition. 
$549,000. Call Beverly Rotter. 
Caldwell Banker, Mid Plaza RE. (718) 
646-3600. W31 

Williamsburg 

3 fam house for sale. 3-2 BR 
apts, semi-attached. Corner 
house, great location. Near all. 
Asking $1.1 mil. Call owner 

(347) 866-8650. A35 


Woodrow, SI 

2 Fam. Excellent Move-In Condition. 

3 BRM, 3 BATH, EIK, LR, DR 8c Fam. 
RM. Built-in Swimming Pool, Trex 
Deck w/slider to Kit. Asking $575K. 

Call Agent Teresa Francis @ 
Neuhaus (917) 364-3898. A34 


Four Seasons 
Lakewood, NJ 

55+ ADULT COMMUNITY 

Livingroom, DR, 2BR 8c 2 Bath. Kit, 
dinette, family room. Ceramic 8c 
hardwood floors. Move-in condition. 
Attached garage. $399K. (732) 255- 


To advertise in The 
Brooklyn Papers' Real 
Estate Section, please call 
(718) 834-9350 


EMPLOYMENT 


MANAGERS - RETAIL/FOOD 

Seeking individual w/strong leadership skills to man- 
age fast-paced retail/food operation at Brooklyn VA 
Medical Center located in NYC, NY. Salary: Low 
$40’s. 

Responsibilities: Supervise store operations relating 
to retail sales, merchandising; multi-unit food service, 
vending; accountability & misc services; meet financial 
operating budgets; perform full range of HR mgmt 
functions. 

Requirements: Current complete Resume : l-3yrs 
mgmt experience; knowledge of inventory mgmt & 
shrinkage controls; POS systems; excellent customer 
service, leadership, & interpersonal skills; prefer 
Bachelor’s or related degree. 

Excellent Benefits: 5-Day workweek; 40 IK; Fed 
life/health Ins; Vac/Sick days; 13 Federal hoi; and more. 

Geographical Relocation is required after training. 

E-mail your resume to: vcsjob@med.va.gov, or mail 
to: Veterans Canteen service (CO-R&S+), Attn: BRK, 
#1 Jefferson Barracks Rd, Bldg 25, St. Louis, MO 
63125. 

Resumes must be received by 08/22/06. 
www.VAcanteencom EOE 


Help Wanted 


KFfSF&N 


& Auto Mechanics 


gas/diesel vehicles including 
company vehicles, trucks & 
construction equipment. 
Knowledge of ABS, CNG, OBDII 
& electronic engine controls 

Qualifications: 

High school diploma/GED 
Mechanical aptitude 

CDL Class B Lie. a Plus! 

Pass DOT drug & physical testing 
Women & Minorities are 


Attn: Carlene Lalor, H.R. Dept 
One Metrotech Center 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Fax: (718) 403-2324 
Clalor@kevspanenergy.com 
KeySpan is an EOE 


Brooklyn Heights 
Restaurant seeks 

• Delivery person w/car 
and knowledge of Carroll 
Gardens and Park Slope 
area 

• P/T cashier 

(w/experience) 

• Line Cook 

(w/experience) 

Fax resume to Pig’N Out 

718-522-4896 Attn: Rod 


complete the study, you will receive $25.00 to 
thank for your participation. All information is 

Research at (718) 7804336 and ask for 


Carpenter Needed 

For commercial 8c residential con- 
struction company. EXPERIENCE A 
MUST 8c exposure in tile, sheetrock 
finishing 8c all phases of construction 

Call (718) 833-6644 a35 

Housekeeping Supv. 

Long term healthcare facility has opening 

daily operation & hskpg needs of dept. & 
271 -bed facility. Exp reqd. Knowl of state 


■718) 7804336 and ask for Code: JPL 





PT Medical Biller 

Part-Time Medical biller for chiro- 


(718)759-0478 


Business Oppty 


Now Hiring for 2006 
Postal Jobs 

$18/hr starting, Avg Pay $57k/yr 
Federal Benefits 
Paid Training and vacations. 

No experience needed. 

1-800-584-1775 Ref# P5802 


REAL ESTATE 


Sunset City, LI 


sized piece of property. Easily accessi- 
ole to all transporation and shopping, 
•oom for extended family, f - ' 


Bedford-Stuyvesant 
HOMES FROM $10,000! 
FORECLOSURES, VA, HUD, 
Bank Repos, Bankruptcies 
1-3 Bedrooms Available! 

For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xS234 


Fort Greene 
Brooklyn Foredosure! 

Homes from $1 99/mo! 
4% Down, 30 yrs @ 8%APR! 
For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xS235 


Williamsburg 

FORECLOSURES! 

3 BED 1 BATH HOMES! 
ONLY $7,000! Great Deal! 
Won't Last. For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 x$233 


Brooklyn 

Buy a 5 Bedroom 
3 Bath HUD Home! 

Only $43,000! 

MU$T SEE! 

More homes avail, from $10,000. 

For Listings Call 
(800) 366-0142 xS232 


INSURANCE 


Co-ops, Condos, 
8c Renters 

Call for free quote 
Charles Randazzo 
Exclusive Agent 

718-852-2003 

ALLSTATE® 


Renter's Insurance 

Only $12.66 - Everyone Qualifies 
$10,000 coverage against fire 

Melvin M. Hurwitz 

105 Court St. in Dwntn, Bklyn 

718-596-2000 

Real Estate/Insurance/Notary Public 


SERVICES AND MERCHANDISE 


Automotive II Automotive 


BUY POLICE 
IMPOUNDS! 

Cars from $29/mo! 
36 months @ 8.5%APR! 

For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN762 


Hondas from $500! 

Toyotas, Chevys, Jeep, 
Fords & More! 
Cars/Trucks/SUVs 
from $500 
For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN760 


2000 Pontiac 
Grand AMSE $300! 
1995 Ford Escort $400! 

For listings call 

800-366-0124 xN761 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 


(917) 415-6807 
www.praxisinfo.biz 


by Certified Public 
Electrologist, CPE 

New home studio, state-of-the-art 
equipment, practicing the biend- 
thermolysis. Comfortable, sterile & 
private atmosphere. Reasonable 
rates - $1/minute; and savings pro- 
gram available. Free Consultation. 
$5 off first appointment. 


Computers 


Call Joan (718) 265-2001 
Cell (347) 341-9304 A3 6 

1 

Merchandise Wanted 


Internet Services 


www.ilandz.com 

Sell - Buy - Auction 
Advertise, Place classifieds 
Upload pictures. 

All free! free! free! 
Email: ilandz@acesauction.com 


Merchandise For Sale 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home 8c Garden Decor, Aromather- 

All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


ML Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

P LOOKING TO BUY 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


HOME IMPROVEMENT 

continued from back page 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 


Expert Plastering 

Ornamental Plastering 
Custom Painting • Faux Finishes 
Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 

Demetrious 
(718) 7834868 


J JENNIFER MECHANICAL £T| 
A Plumbing & Heating Company 

Commercial • 24/7 Emergency Service • Residential 
All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters & Boiler Installation Repair & Service 

• Clogged Drains • High Velocity Jetting 
• In-Line TV Inspection 


P>U Free: (866) 554-3329 Local: (718) 769-5400 JP 


lflDlLANTE 

PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

With 80 years of experience 
Nobody serves you better 
(718) 522-6111 


Licensed Master plumbers 
1728 & 1246 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING & HEATING 


Repaired 8c Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 

* Watermains & Sewers 


* 24/7 Emergency Sen/ice * 

(718) 273-1388 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• HI Plumbing S m 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP, 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

All Types Siding & Roofing • Rubberized Roofing 


STANDARD CONSTRUCTION & ROOFING CORP. 

Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured, Free Estimates 

All Types Siding & Roofing 


(718) 761-7986 as! 


r. Cell (646) 824-1378 


D.B.L. Roofing Systems 

Rubber \ Slate, Shingles 
25 Hands on Experience 

All work Professionally Applied by Owner 

Call Russ 

Cell: (646) 236-1147 
(718)312-2387 A39 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

19th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Rubbish Removal 


Alva J Rubbish Removal 

"WE DO CLEAN OUTS" 

OLD FURNITURE 8, APPLIANCES REMOVED 

(718) 946-9027 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 

718 349-7555 



Metropolitan Pro-Tek 
Security Systems, Inc. 



NYC Recognized Fire Alarm Systems 
Central Station Monitoring 
Video Surveillance/CCTV 


Specializing in HONEYWELL/ADEMCO Wireless Security Solutions 


Already have a Security System? No Problem!! 

We service, monitor and maintain existing security systems. 
Our extensive experience enables us to confidently provide 
service to older, legacy security systems. 

Licensed By: 

The State of New York, DEPARTMENT OF STA 
The State of New Jersey, ATTORNEY GENERAL'S C 


#: 34BA00106900 


NBFAA , 


We Are Fully Insured 

(718) 921-3795 EH 

See us on the WEB www.metro-pro-tek.com 



IREEMIL 

TU 451 - 1 -IP 0 ZST \tinns 

T1H.CUT.TREE 

A Division of Dragonettie Bros. Landscaping 




•JLsi 




Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 

Free Estimate! 

20 Years Experience 


A-l TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 
Pruning • Sukkah Clearance 

(718) 663-6604 


) JC TREE SERVICE 

No job too big or small 

Tree removal, pruning, 
stump grinding 


(718) 896-2158 • Cell (917) 721-5356 


1-2-3 Men w/Truck & Van 


We Do Clean-outs 

Call Joe (646) 721-2030 


Cell: 917 721 5356 
Se habla esparto! 


Upholstery 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of windows. 

Custom Window Installation 
Licensed 8c Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Wood Stripping 


Recapture the original beauty of 
your fme architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consul- 
ate wo^manshi^ince 1959. Qpll the 

@ 718 783-4112. 

www.RefmishNY.com 


GET RESULTS! 

To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Papers 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 
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HOME IMPROVEMENT 


• violations removed • 

• BASEMENT & CELLAR 

legalizations • 


jiIt 

/TT\rchit€ctur€ 


r (718)855-1237 


Asbestos Inspection 


GSR Environmental Inspection 

ACP-5 compliance for NYC Building Dept 

Office: 1 (800) 672-8591 
Mobile: (732) 904-8765 
www.gsr-inspection.com A3g 


Bathrooms & Tile 


John 

Costelloe 




>e (718) 768-7610 


Bathrooms & Tile 




^ ^ Custom & 

-V j 1^ IP Commercial 


Carpentry Plus 


Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 

Wood Specialties 


Call Maggie (347) 385-4728 
www.warsaw-painting.com 


Carpets & Rugs 


t Payment Low Low Prices! 

I or interest w-biec.™™! 

f ^ or a y ear J BUY TODAY, INSTALL TODAY OR TOMORROW 


SPECIALS FOR SCHOOLS AND CHURCHES 


• Frizze • Shag • Berber • Nylon • Wall to Wall Carpets 
• Area Reugs • Runners • Linoleum • Vertical Blinds 

• Wood 8e Laminate Floors • Free shop at home service 

Wellington Carpet & Rug Co. Inc. 

718-951-3700 » 5000 Kings Highway Brooklyn W3 7 


Cleaning Services II Cleaning Services 


ENLIGHTENED # c €urphu's j faftsH 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 


"Let us maintain your hallways" 

718-573-4165 


GET RESULTS! 

To Advertise in the 
Home Improvement Section 

Call (718) 834-9350 


Gift Certificates Available 

718-279-3334 

W36/40/29-30 


Closets Plus 


installation. Licensed and insured. 

www.custombuiltclosets.com 

ra« (718) 448-8556 mm 


J"T JiT^mi H 

HOME IMPROVEMENT INC. 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist exterior 

Jobs are Owner Supervised • Roofin g 

• Siding 

We have been -windows 

doing a great job 
for over ten years -Dormers 

718-375-8292 1-1 

Lie# 1157104 & Bonded 


Joseph Prestia* 

General Contracting A/C Heating & Mechanical 

Central A/C Not Working like it used to?? 

Improve Efficiency & Save Electricity $$ 

With A Simple tune-up or Service Repair. 

Ceramic Tiles Marble & Granite • New Central A/C Installations Also Available 

(718) 382-7648 • (917) 796-0063 


Yahoo Restoration Corp. 



MAXIMUM 

Construction Works, Corp. 


Brownstone Specialist 


Roofing & Waterproofing 
Kitchens & Baths 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
mra FREE ESTIMATES mm 

347-245-5419 

Lic#1 083706/Insured 


S 8c D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Kitchen & Bath our Specialty 


We Design & Custom Make: 
Kitchen Cabinets, Vanities, 
Counter Tops, 


Paris Fields Construction 
for a Better Brownstone 

Brownstone, Brick Pointing, Masonry 
Specialist. All phases of Restoration, 
Preservation & Construction. 25 years 

Estimates. 

(718) 783-4919 
or cell (516) 850-2694 

CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


Sound Improvements 
Sound Investments ” 

Sound Proof 

your 2-family home, 
avallone interiors, inc. 
soundimprovementsnyc.com 

(718) 499-4820 A4S 


Handy 

Home Improvement 

One Call Does It All 
Windows-Doors 
Kitchens-Baths 
Basement Additions 
Concrete-Stucco Work 
Quality Work 
Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

646-261-3267 ... 


T. A LAM 

Home Improvement 

Painting - Interior & Exterior 
Brownstone • Steam Cleaning 
Pointing • Roofing • Plastering 

(718H36-4469/ (718) 436-5068 


S&M Construction 

Free Estimates • Call Masir 

OFFICE: (718) 368-3699 
CELL: (34 7) 267-4524 
Lic#l 120526 & Insured a36 


Alternative 

Carpentry 

“Carpentry Demands Accuracy” 

212-777-9646 A34 


ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 9 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


IQIRahmann 
Contracting Co. Ltd. 


Timeless Construction 
and Restoration, Inc. 

Continuing two generations of fine 
craftsmanship in the downtown 
Brooklyn area. 

Specializing in all phases 

OF INTERIOR RENOVATIONS 
Complete Rehabs • Kitchens 
Baths • Finished Basements 
Painting • Plastering 
All Floors and Tile 
Finish Carpentry 
15th yr with The Brooklyn Papers 
License #HICID99974 and Insured 

718-979-0913 


. Chris Mullins 


STONEHENGE 

Construction Group 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Tiling • Painting 

• Plastering • Sheetrock 

• Electrical • Basements 

•Woodflooring ‘Closets 

• Replacement Windows 

No Job too Small or too Big 

Free Estimates 

Lic.#1200619 & Insured 

(917) 974-3625 

Dream Catcher 
Construction 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS- REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 


w.knockoutre 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
^Painting • P^astering^ 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 


The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

Total experience 

- experienced craftsmen 

Total back-up 




Total Property Services, Inc. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy 



• loaf DaSlL* t , . Deck Refacing 

• Pool DecRs” lu • Trex Easy Care 
* Garden Decks • A.C.Q. Pine 

Deck Restoration Hardwoods 
Power Washing P.V.C. Decking 

Li™I^Tfr8fiO-983-DECK 

Bonded • Insured (1-800-983-3325) 

www. 1800983deck.com 718-227-2629 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Aliead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


ALECTRA inc. 

Have an electrical problem? 
No job too big, no job too small! 
Call me. Anthony llliano 
Licensed electrician 

718-522-3893 


(Ml PT Installations 
OWS Electrical Contractor 

Licensed & Insured/ Residential-Commercial 


Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Pfcf ELECTRICAL 
tut CONTRACTORS 

Licensed Electricians 


Family Owned & Operated for over 35 years 

(718)966-4801 A45 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 


• Men 


r e $25. 


Christopher John Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


“ Quality Work 
■W- T A by Trained 

I /% Professionals” 

Exterminators , Inc. 

Termite & Pest Control Experts 

718-832-0900 

FREE In-home Termite Inspections 

• Termite Protection Plans 


• Monthly Service Plans 
COMMERCIAL 

• Hospitals & Nursing Horn 

RESIDENTIAL 

• Private Homes 


PEST CONTROL SERVICES 

Free Pest Estimates 
• Roaches • Rats • Flea Control 

• Termites • Rodent Proofing 

• Bed Bugs • Wasps • Moths 

• Hornets • Ticks 


Specializing in Bird Removal 
Using Safe, Non-Toxic Methods 
FREE ESTIMATES 
We Carry Do It Yourself 
Pest Control Products. 


475 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215 



ANY HOUSE 

EXTERMINATING INC. 

• Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water 

ompany with the Scientific i 


Exterminators 




I TERETE 

\ t 


«5b 

Residential & 

Commercial save a Sample 
Since 1 969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 
COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 
Termites • Roaches • Ants 
Bees • Fleas * Bedbugs * 
Moths • Mice * Rats 


FREE ESTIMATES 

259-8799 


BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPE OF FENCES 

Custom Cedar, Stockade, PVC, 
Chain Link, Aluminum, 
Privacy Slats, Gates, 


Floor Maintenance 


E St S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 
Wainscotting • Window Frames 

Emerald 

(347) 451-7982 (71 8) 345-51 30 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

718 720-2555 


Hardwood Floois 

718-972-1984 


Master Flooring 

Installation Sanding Finishing 
All Kinds of Hardwood Floors 
$2.50/SF 

,25/SF 



The Artist Garden 

Garden Design and Installation 
specializing in bluestone 

James Stephenson 

www.theartistgarden.com 
1-646-644-7156 
zanzibarblue@hotmail.com 



dig 

gardening'—^ 

design & maintenance for 
rooftops, terraces, 
gardens Se containers 

(646) 489-5121 

www.gardendig.com 


H“IT’S SUMMER” 

Keep Your Garden Blooming! 

Garden Service 

Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Maintenance - General Clean up 
Brownstone Yards - Terraces - Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@comcast.net 


KBM Contracting 


Interior Decorating 


Casa Di Murano Inc. 

Finest Home Decor from Italy 
Chandeliers • Mirrors • Clocks 

By appt. only * Park Slope loc. 

718-369-9885 

www.CasaDiMuranoInc.com 


W30-26 

1 Locksmiths 

CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A3005 

Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 

Handyman ED 

Painting <& Fix It 
Reasonable Rates 
Quality Work 
Brownstone Experience 

(917) 478-6730 

Locks • Alarms • Gates 

Custom Closets 

1 EMERGENCY SERVICE 1 
ANY DAY, ANY TIME 

An affordable luxury... 

718-745-1399 

Pantries & laundry rooms too! 

sbhuo 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


3 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CALL US! 


And Bubble Wrap 




• NO CHARGE For Weekends 

• NO CHARGE For Holiday or 

• NO CHARGE For Stairs 

• NO CHARGE For Last Minuti 

• NO CHARGE For Crating 

• NO CHARGE For Additional 

• NO CHARGE For Pianos 

s. Open 24 hours, 7 Days a 
J / Dot T34498 / ICC MC 5C 


Movers (Licensed) Movers (Licensed) 




intaln ini vers 

“athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 


supplies 


for o 


rlOye 


(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 
Howard Beach, NY 11 41 4 


ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 


C3H Licensed & Insured H 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


% cp fflt mum 

f c Jincs 

1421 Ovington Ave. (68th St.) 

Brooklyn, NY 11219 
DOT: 33035 USDOT: 686530 
Local & Long Distance 

FREE 10 Book Boxes or 3 Wardrobes 

718 259-3030 


Coolie Moving 
& Storage Inc. 


Call (718) 339-2295 


ICC #447103 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

best quality moving. Experienced 
and Reliable 

2149 E. 72nd St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 




TOP HAT MOVERS 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable & Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING & HANDYMAN 


718-921-6176 

Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

71 8-834-0470 

AMERICAJV 

PAINTING; 

Low Price 

Clean Job jd 

Refl™r ® lft’ 

Free Estimate pi 

718-439-7309 


oa 

Interiors 


Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 

A31/34/30-24 


MORE 

Home 

Improvement 

Classifieds 

on inside page 








































